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Achieving Success Together 



 

 

 

 

 

Introduction for Parents 

 

In September 2022, your child will progress into Key Stage 4 at OSA. This will be the start of their 14–19 
education, a stage which will open new doors and opportunities, including the chance to join the OSA Sixth 
Form at post-16 and from there to progress to higher education, apprenticeships or employment. 

 

At OSA, we are committed to ensuring that all students are given the opportunity to achieve, whatever their 
starting point. Our Key Stage 4 curriculum for 2022-2024 will contain distinct pathways that cater for a range 
of ability needs to prepare all students for success post-16. The combinations of subjects on offer have been 
used successfully over the past few years and will allow students to progress onto A-Levels, vocational 
courses, apprenticeships or employment in a range of sectors.  

 

Our forthcoming Options Evening will introduce the Options process and hopefully get you and your child 
thinking about their educational future – about the subjects they will want to study next year, but also how 
these relate to what they will study post-16, and to their future career.  

 

This booklet will provide you with information about the various courses offered to your child for next year. 
We hope you will enjoy discussing these and planning ahead. Please remember to be flexible and think about 
reserve choices as required. As always, if you have any questions, please contact us and we will be happy to 
help and support you. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Joelle Casotti 

Head of School 

  



Expectations 

 
Homework and Coursework 
Homework is a crucial part of successful study at Key Stage 4. It can take many forms, for example written 
exercises, project work, short investigations and problem-solving tasks, research and planning work for 
future lessons. If you are interested in a particular subject it is a good idea to discuss with the teacher what 
type of homework it will entail and how much work at home is necessary for success. The coursework 
component of GCSEs has been greatly reduced in recent years, but some subjects, especially the Arts and 
other practical subjects, still have a significant proportion. Students will have to make sure they have the 
self-discipline to keep up to date with their work and meet deadlines for submission.  
 
Attendance 
Good attendance at 96% and above will also be vital to students’ success. GCSE and other Key Stage 4 courses 
move at a fast pace, and those who do not attend well risk missing key information that could affect their 
overall grade. It is very important that parents support their child by avoiding unnecessary absence- e.g. for 
holidays in term-time. 
 
Personal Qualities  
Students embarking on a two-year examination course will be expected to have a ‘can-do’ attitude and form 
positive working relationships with their teachers and other students. We encourage students to be pro-
active, independent learners with enquiring minds. Students must be committed, well-organised and 
properly equipped. Most key equipment for KS4 courses will be provided by the school, but it may be an 
advantage for families to buy certain key items for each course. Talk to teachers about the most useful and 
important equipment for any subjects you are interested in. 
  

How Can Parents Help?  

You can help your child by:  

● Encouraging them to show a positive attitude to learning. 

● Encouraging resilience and a self-disciplined approach to school work. 

● Ensuring they attend school every day. 

● Ensuring that no holidays are taken during school term time.  

● Providing any required equipment for their courses.  

● Supporting them to complete homework and all other additional work set.  

● Making sure that they catch up with all work if they are absent from school.  

● Contacting the school immediately if they have a problem.  

● Supporting any study support sessions including those after school and on a weekend.  

  



Curriculum Structure 

 

The educational landscape has undergone significant change and development in recent years. Changes 
from central government which affect your child’s education include the introduction of the English 
Baccalaureate (EBacc) and Progress 8 as performance measures, additional marks for SPaG (Spelling, 
Punctuation and Grammar) in all subjects, a new GCSE grading system with grades from to 9-1 and new-
specification GCSE courses in all subjects which are more challenging, with reduced proportions of 
coursework and controlled assessment.  

In addition, we have seen the abolition of modular exams for all courses and a return to traditional, linear 
courses with the emphasis on exam performance at the end.  

The table below shows the new grading structure of GCSEs, compared to the old A*-G system that many 
parents may be more familiar with: 

New GCSE 
Grades 9-1 

 
1 
 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Old GCSE 
Grades A*-G 

F/G E D 
 

C 
 

High C 
Low B 

B A A* High A* 

 

Your child will follow a curriculum that consists of core subjects that all students will follow and a number of 
options subjects which your child can select. 

 

Compulsory Subjects 

The core, compulsory subjects are: English Language and Literature, Maths, Science, and Physical Education. 
Students will also experience a number of Personal Development days over the two years of Key Stage 4, 
where they will learn important life and learning skills and cover compulsory curriculum elements such as 
careers support and work experience, drug and alcohol awareness and sex and relationships education. 

 

Science Qualifications 

For Science, students will choose between Combined Science, a double-award course which covers all three 
Science disciplines and is worth two GCSEs, or three separate GCSE courses in Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 

Both of these Science routes are strong, academic options and can lead students to study Science at A-level 
and beyond. The separate Science GCSEs are recommended for those who have a strong interest in Science 
and science-based careers, such as Medicine or Engineering. 

 
Course Types 
Among the non-compulsory subjects, there are two main course types on offer: 
 

1. GCSE courses: These are traditional, academic courses, which are graded 9 - 1.  

2. Applied General Level 2 courses: These are a vocational alternative to GCSEs. They cover similar 
content, but are assessed differently, with a greater coursework component that makes them more 
accessible for many students.  

 
In addition to these course types, we offer an ASDAN qualification. This course is suitable for students who 
may not be able to access a large number of GCSEs, and will help them to gain confidence and build their 
employability skills.   



Please note that ASDAN courses are not listed on the main option blocks- we will approach you in the coming 
weeks if we think your child will benefit from this qualification as one of their options. If you believe ASDAN 
may be right for your child, please ask a senior member of staff for more information. 

 

Options Pathways 

Your child’s choice of subjects will be guided by their current achievement levels. For example, our most able 
and high-achieving students will be steered towards subjects that fulfil the EBacc: History or Geography, and 
a foreign language. The vast majority of students will follow a Progress 8 curriculum to ensure breadth and 
balance in their studies and maximum opportunities post-16; these students will study History, Geography, 
a foreign language, Separate Sciences or Computing as one of their options choices. Students needing more 
support and a more accessible curriculum will have the opportunity to select more vocational qualifications, 
while others will have a balanced choice with elements of both of these pathways.  

 

Note to Parents 

Please note that we will do everything possible to run all courses that are on offer in this booklet, but 
whether a course goes ahead in September 2022 will depend upon the number of students who choose it. 
If a limited number of students choose an option, it may not be possible for us to run the course. 

Additionally, both parents and students should be aware that options choices will include limitations, both 
in terms of the courses that are open to each student based on their ability, and in terms of the subjects that 
can be chosen together according to the option blocks. It is important that families plan realistically and 
flexibly, with reserve choices in mind. 
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Career Options 

Teaching, Broadcasting, 

Marketing, Author, Public 

Relations, Advertising, 

Publishing, Law, Journalism, 

Sales, Administration. 

 

English Language (GCSE) 

Course Objectives Assessments 

Paper 1: 
 
Section A: Reading 
 

 one literature fiction text 
 
Section B: Writing 
 

 descriptive or narrative writing 
 
Paper 2: 
 
Section A: Reading 
 

 one non-fiction text and one literary non-
fiction text 

 
Section B: Writing 
 

 writing to present a viewpoint 
 
Non-Examination Assessment:  Spoken Language 
 

 presenting 

 responding to questions and feedback 

 use of standard English 

Why Study...?  
English Language is a core subject and must be studied at Key Stage 4. English Language is central to progression in 
your life and in your career and it is an essential requirement for all Post 16 courses and in the world of work. GCSE 
English Language will allow you to demonstrate the use of English in real life, investigate how language is used and to 
draw on your own experience. All colleges, universities and employers will require you to communicate clearly and 
precisely with confidence both verbally and on paper. 

Key Contact: Mr Simpson 

Within year 9 students will study skills following GCSE 
specifications in English Language that will enable 
students to read a wide range of texts, fluently and 
with good understanding:  
 

 read critically, and use knowledge gained 
from wide reading to inform and improve 
their own writing  

 write effectively and coherently using 
Standard English appropriately  

 use grammar correctly, punctuate and spell 
accurately  

 acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, 
alongside a knowledge and understanding of 
grammatical terminology, and linguistic 
conventions for reading, writing and spoken 
language.  

 

In addition, GCSE specifications in English Language 
will enable students to: 
 

 listen to and understand spoken language, 
and use spoken Standard English effectively.  

 
Spoken language will be reported on as part of the 
qualification, but it will not form part of the final mark 
and grade.  
 
Course Coverage:  
Term 1: Building GCSE skills through a range of units.  
Term 2: Building GCSE skills through a range of units. 
Term 3: GCSE English Language Paper 1. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

English Literature (GCSE) Career Options 

Teaching, Broadcasting, 

Marketing, Author, Public 

Relations, Advertising, 

Publishing, Law, Journalism, 

Sales, Administration. 

 

Course Objectives Assessments 

English Literature enables students to engage with 
and develop the ability to read, understand and 
respond to a wide range of literary texts from around 
the world, to develop an appreciation of the ways in 
which authors use literary effects and to develop the 
skills needed for literary study.  
 
The subject explores the author’s use of language to 
create effects and gives students the opportunity to 
find enjoyment in reading literature and understand 
its influence on individuals and societies.  
 
A selection of prose, drama and poetry from around 
the world allows teachers a wide choice of set texts. 
 
The examination questions allow all students to make 
a personal, informed response to the texts studied. 
 
The qualification offers an enjoyable and stimulating 
study of English Literature. 

Paper 1:  
 

 Shakespeare 

 The 19th-Century Novel 
 
Paper 2: 
 

 Modern Texts 

 Poetry 

 Unseen Poetry 
 
 
Detailed Study  
 
Students will study a range of high quality, 
intellectually challenging, and substantial whole texts 
in detail.  
 
Over the course of Key stage 4:  
 

 one play by Shakespeare: ‘Romeo and Juliet.’  

 one 19th century novel: ‘A Christmas Carol’.  

 a selection of poetry since 1789, including 
representative Romantic poetry.  

 fiction or drama from the British Isles from 
1914 onwards: ‘An Inspector Calls’. 

Why Study...?  
The AQA GCSE in English Literature qualification enables students to:  
 

 understand that texts from the English, Welsh and Irish literary heritage have been influential and significant 
over time and explore their meaning today. 

 explore how texts from different cultures and traditions may reflect or influence values, assumptions and 
sense of identity. 

 connect ideas, themes and issues, drawing on a range of texts. 

 become critical readers of fiction and non-fiction prose, poetry and drama. 

 experience different times, cultures, viewpoints and situations as found in literary texts. 

Key Contact: Mr Simpson 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mathematics (GCSE) Career Options 

Computer Programming, 
Accountancy, Architecture, 
Teaching, Medicine, 
Dentistry, Veterinary 
Science, Banking and 
Finance, Engineering, 
Insurance. 

Course Objectives Unit Information 

GCSE Mathematics will enable students to: 
 

 develop fluent knowledge, skills and 
understanding of mathematical methods and 
concepts  

 acquire, select and apply mathematical 
techniques to solve problems  

 reason mathematically, make deductions and 
inferences, and draw conclusions  

 comprehend, interpret and communicate 
mathematical information in a variety of forms 
appropriate to the information and context.  

 develop confidence and encourage a positive 
attitude towards mathematics and equip 
students with the necessary knowledge to 
progress to further study. 

Paper 1 - F and H External:  
Non – calculator paper 1 hour and 30 minutes  
 
Paper 2 - F and H External:  
Calculator Paper 1 hour and 30 minutes  
 
Paper 3 - F and H External:  
Calculator Paper 1 hour and 30 minutes  
 
The assessments will cover the following content 
headings:  
 

 Number  

 Algebra  

 Ratio, proportion and rates of change  

 Geometry and measures  

 Probability  

 Statistics  
 
Two tiers are available: Foundation (grades 1-5) and 
Higher (grades 4-9). Each paper will cover all 
Assessment Objectives and content will be assessed 
across all three examinations. 

Why Study...?  
GCSE Mathematics is a core subject for all students at Key Stage 4. The course followed is Edexcel Linear which 
encompasses a variety of teaching methods. The mathematics curriculum is divided into three attainment targets: 
AO1: Use and apply standard technique 
AO2: Reason, interpret and communicate mathematically 
AO3: Solve problems within mathematics and other contexts 
The students work towards completing levels in each attainment targets. The level at which a student is working during 
Key Stage 4 will determine the examination type and the tier of entry. 

Key Contact: Miss Ring 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science - Combined Science (GCSE) Career Options 

Teaching, Veterinary 
Science, Dentistry, 
Medicine, Forensic Science, 
Psychiatry, Pharmacy, 
Engineer, Beauty Therapy. 

Course Objectives Unit Information 

Biology  
1. Cell biology  
2. Organisation  
3. Infection and response  
4. Bioenergetics  
5. Homeostasis and response  
6. Inheritance, variation and evolution  
7. Ecology  

 
Chemistry  

1. Atomic structure and the periodic 
table  

2. Bonding, structure, and the 
properties of matter  

3. Quantitative chemistry  
4. Chemical changes  
5. Energy changes  
6. The rate and extent of chemical 

change  
7. Organic chemistry  
8. Chemical analysis  
9. Chemistry of the atmosphere  
10. Using resources  

 
Physics  

1. Energy  
2. Electricity  
3. Particle model of matter  
4. Atomic structure  
5. Forces  
6. Waves  
7. Magnetism and electromagnetism 

There are six papers: two biology, two chemistry and 
two physics. Each of the papers will assess knowledge 
and understanding from distinct topic areas.  
 
Biology Paper One: Topics 1–4.  
Biology Paper Two: Topics 5–7.  
Chemistry Paper One: Topics1-5. 
Chemistry Paper Two: Topics 6-10.  
Physics Paper One: Topics 1-4.  
Physics Paper Two: Topics 5-7.  
 

Each written exam: 1 hour 
Foundation and Higher Tier 

70 marks 
16.7% of GCSE 

 
Questions: Multiple choice, structured, closed short 
answer, and open response.  
 
*This qualification is linear which means that students 
will sit all their exams at the end of the course and will 
gain 2 GCSEs. 

Why Study...?  
We believe that science has something to offer every student. This qualification is developed with teachers to inspire 
and challenge students for all abilities and aspirations. Our science qualifications provide opportunities for progression. 
This course gives students the option to progress to A-levels in science or other subjects. 

Key Contact: Mrs Bridgland 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Biology, Chemistry and Physics - Triple Award (GCSE) Career Options 

Teaching, Veterinary 
Science, Dentistry, 
Medicine, Forensic Science, 
Psychiatry, Pharmacy, 
Engineer, Beauty Therapy. 
 

Course Objectives Unit Information 

Biology 
  

1. Cell biology  
2. Organisation  
3. Infection and response  
4. Bioenergetics  
5. Homeostasis and response  
6. Inheritance, variation and evolution  
7. Ecology  
8. Key ideas  

 

Chemistry  
 

1. Atomic structure and the periodic table  
2. Bonding, structure, and the properties of 

matter  
3. Quantitative chemistry  
4. Chemical changes  
5. Energy changes  
6. The rate and extent of chemical change  
7. Organic chemistry  
8. Chemical analysis  
9. Chemistry of the atmosphere  
10. Using resources  

 

Physics  
 

1. Energy  
2. Electricity  
3. Particle model of matter  
4. Atomic structure  
5. Forces  
6. Waves  
7. Magnetism and electromagnetism  
8. Space physics 

Assessment  
 
There are six exam papers: two biology, two chemistry 
and two physics. Each of the papers will assess 
knowledge and understanding from distinct topic 
areas.  
 
Biology Paper One: Topics 1–4.  
Biology Paper Two: Topics 5–8.  
Chemistry Paper One: Topics 1–5.  
Chemistry Paper Two: Topics 6–10.  
Physics Paper One: Topics 1–4.  
Physics Paper Two: Topics 5–8.  
 

Each written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 
Foundation and Higher Tier 

100 marks 
50% of GCSE 

 
Questions: Multiple choice, structured, closed short 
answer, and open response.  
 
*This qualification is linear which means that students 
will sit all their exams at the end of the course and will 
gain 3 GCSEs. 

Why Study...?  
We believe that science has something to offer every student. This qualification is developed with teachers to inspire 
and challenge students for all abilities and aspirations. Our science qualifications provide opportunities for progression. 
This course gives students the option to progress to A-levels in science or other subjects. 
 

Key Contact: Mrs Bridgland 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Physical Activity Career Options 

Sports Coach, Personal 
Trainer, Sports 
Development, Teaching, 
Management, Sports 
Therapy, Sports Psychology, 
Health Promotion. 

Course Objectives Unit Information 

Physical Education is part of the National Curriculum 
which means all children are entitled to two hours of 
Physical Education per week. In Physical Education we 
have a responsibility to teach all pupils how to 
independently lead a healthy and active lifestyle.  
 
Aims of Physical Education: 

 

 develop the physical literacy of all pupils. 

 develop competence in a range of sports and 
physical activities. 

 develop good levels of physical fitness. 

 understand how to lead a healthy and active 
lifestyle.  

This is not an examinable course. However, pupils will 
actively develop their skills, fitness and knowledge in a 
range of different activity areas. In KS3, pupils will 
study a varied curriculum where they will experience 
a range of different sports activities. 
 

 Outwitting Opponents: Football, Rugby, 
Rounders, Netball, Basketball etc. 

 Performing at maximal levels: Athletics. 

 Exercising safely and effectively: Health- 
related fitness.  

 Accurate replication: Dance, Gymnastics.  
 
In years 10 and 11 pupils follow a more personalised 
curriculum and they choose the activity area they 
would like to focus on from the above list. Pupils work 
hard to then develop their skills within their chosen 
area. 

Why Study...?  
PE is a core subject and although it is non-examinable it must be followed. The aims of the PE programme are the total 
development of each individual within the scope of their own talents and ability. Such aims are both social and physical 
and involve attributes such as self-reliance and assurance, confidence, reliability, team-working, cooperation, 
consideration for others, fairness, self-control and the willingness to accept rules, disappointments, defeats and 
success in the right spirit. The physical aim is to develop such qualities as strength, stamina, speed, judgement, co-
ordination and other skills in relation to games, outdoor activities and various recreational activities. It emphasises the 
need for a healthy lifestyle and promotes impact of sport and fitness upon the health and wellbeing of the individual. 
All students have gained experience in activities such as gymnastics, athletics, football and netball so that in Key Stage 
4 skills can be developed further.  

Key Contact: Mr Finn 
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Why Study...?  
GCSE Art and Design is suited to students who enjoy Art and want to develop their skills further. Students will have the opportunity 
to be creative, realise exciting ideas and express themselves through a range of art medium. The ability to think creatively is highly 
valued in today's employment market. The GCSE examination courses offered in Years 10 and 11 follows the Art, Craft and Design 
course, specialist areas such as painting and drawing, ceramics, textiles, graphics and digital photography. Students are offered a 
wide experience of aspects of art education, including print-making and a variety of 3D work, as well as painting and drawing. The 
aim of the courses is to provide as thorough an art education as possible, with the eventual aim of gaining the highest possible 
GCSE grade or grades that the student is capable of achieving. 

Art, Craft & Design (GCSE) Career Options 

Architect, Art Therapist, 

Artist, Animator, 

Photographer, Graphic 

Designer, Visual 

Merchandiser, Tattooist, 

Make Up Artist, Museum 

Curator, Illustrator, Fashion 

Designer, Florist. 

Course Objectives Unit Information 

Students will follow a course which focuses on Art and 
Design in a work-related context. It is a strong 
foundation for further progression to Art and Design 
related courses such as A-level Art and Design or Fine 
Art and enhances vocational and career pathways.  
 
The course provides students with a wide range of 
creative, exciting and stimulating opportunities to 
explore their interests in ways that are both 
personally relevant and developmental in nature. 
 
Students develop skills in:  
 

 Creativity  

 Imagination  

 Research  

 Investigation and experimentation  

 The development of ideas from first-hand 
study and secondary source materials.  

 Drawing 

 Mixed media 

 Printing 

 Painting 

 Sculpture 
 
The course offers a broad skills base including design, 
graphics, 3d design, fine art and textiles which equips 
students to go on to creative courses in the future. 
 

Assessment throughout the two-year course is by:  
 
Component 1: Coursework (60%)  
Component 2: Externally set task (40%)  
 
Marks are awarded across four key areas for both 
units:  
 

 AO1 - Develop ideas through investigations, 
demonstrating critical understanding of 
sources 

 AO2 - Refine work by exploring ideas, 
selecting and experimenting with appropriate 
media, materials, techniques and processes 

 AO3 - Record ideas, observations and insights 
relevant to intentions as work progresses 

 AO4 - Present a personal and meaningful 
response that realises intentions and 
demonstrates understanding of visual 
language. 

 
Students are actively encouraged to work 
independently on their projects both at home and by 
attending the after school sessions. 
 

Key Contact: Mrs Kelly 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASDAN – Personal Development Programme Bronze/Silver/Gold 

 

B

Employability Skills  

Communication, Team 

Work, Problem Solving, 

Using Initiative, Planning 

and Organising, Self-

Management. 

Course Objectives Unit Information 

The Personal Development Programme is a course 
that is designed to develop skills required in a 
professional setting through a series of individual and 
team activities. These include: 
 

 Teamwork 

 Learning 

 Coping with problems 

 Use of English 

 Use of Maths  

 Use of IT  
 
Students are required to complete a minimum of 6 
credits. Each credit is made up of either 4 or 2 
challenges and each challenge will take a minimum of 
10 hours to complete. The challenges are taken from 
the units listed below.  
 

 Communication 

 Citizenship and Community 

 Sport and Leisure 

 Independent Living 

 The Environment 

 Vocational Preparation 

 Health and Fitness 

 Work Related Learning and Enterprise 

 Science and Technology 

 International Links 

 Expressive Arts 

 Beliefs and Values 

The course is 100% portfolio based. Assessment will 
happen continuously throughout the programme. 
 
An example of the challenges that the students will 
complete are outlined below: 
 

“Work as a group to make a list of the main 
organisations that help people in your 
community. For each organisation include the 
address, website, contact details and a short 
description of what they do. 
 
Find out more about one of them and present 
your findings.” 

 
Students will have to provide evidence of their work 
as well as completing skills sheets to identify the skills 
that they have developed for each challenge. 

Why Study...?  
The ASDAN – Personal Development Programme - Bronze, Silver, Gold Award is an award that offers imaginative ways 
of accrediting young people's activities. It promotes and allows students to develop and record a wide range of personal 
qualities, abilities and achievements as well as introducing them to new activities and challenges. It enables students 
to develop key skills that will benefit them when considering their options after Year 11, whether that be moving into 
further education or gaining employment. 

 
Key Contact: Ms Powell 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Business Enterprise (BTEC Tech Award) Career Options 

Marketing, Finance, 
Accountancy, Business 
Administration, Teaching, 
Human Resource 
Management, Publishing, IT, 
Business Ownership, 
Entrepreneur. 

Course Objectives Unit Information 

The Award gives learners the opportunity to develop 
sector-specific knowledge and skills in a practical 
learning environment.  The main focus is on the 
knowledge, understanding and skills required to 
research, plan, pitch and review an enterprise idea. 
 
This includes:  
 

 development of key skills that prove aptitude 
in planning an enterprise activity, including 
market research, planning, carrying out 
financial transactions, communication and 
problem solving  

 

 knowledge that underpins effective use of 
skills, such as the features and characteristics 
of enterprises and entrepreneurs, and the 
internal and external factors that can affect 
the performance of an enterprise  

 

 attitudes and ways of working that are 
considered most important for enterprise, 
including monitoring and reflecting on 
performance of an enterprise idea and own 
use of skills. 

Component 1 – Exploring Enterprises 
Learners will examine different enterprises to develop 
their knowledge and understanding of the 
characteristics of enterprises and the skills needed by 
entrepreneurs. 
 
Component 2 – Planning for and pitching an 
Enterprise Activity 
Learners will individually select an idea for a micro-
enterprise activity to plan and pitch. They will 
individually pitch their business plan for their idea to 
an audience and then use the feedback to review 
their plan and pitch. 
 
Both component 1 and 2 are internally assessed 
through an assignment, set and marked by the Centre. 
 
Component 3 – Promotion and Finance for Enterprise 
Learners will explore the different promotional 
methods used by enterprises and the factors that 
influence how enterprises identify and target their 
market. Learners will explore financial documents and 
how to use them to monitor and improve the 
performance of an enterprise in order to make 
decisions and recommend strategies for success. 
 
This component is externally assessed and is a test 
taken under supervised condition. It will last 2 hours. 
 
BTEC Tech Award in Enterprise  
is equivalent to x1 GCSE 
 

Why Study...?  
The Tech Award in Enterprise enables students to learn about business in a practical learning environment. 
The business world comprises an enormous variety of different careers. This course aims to provide students with a practical 
appreciation of what ‘being in business’ involves. The course is structured to give students a broad introduction to business  
principles. During the course students will investigate actual businesses and gain an understanding of business promotion and 
finance. Business has strong links with lots of other subjects and develops skills such as IT, as well as enhancing communication 
and mathematical skills. 

Key Contact: Miss Ring 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Business Studies (GCSE) Career Options 

Marketing, Finance, 
Accountancy, Business 
Administration, Teaching, 
Human Resource 
Management, Publishing, IT, 
Business Ownership, 
Entrepreneur. 
 

Course Objectives Unit Information 

Through studying Business, students will:  
 

 know and understand business concepts, 
business terminology, business objectives, the 
integrated nature of business activity and the 
impact of business on individuals and wider 
society. 
 

 develop as enterprising individuals with the 
ability to think commercially and creatively . 
 

 investigate and analyse real business 
opportunities and issues. 

 

 develop problem-solving and decision making 
skills relevant to business. 

  

 investigate, analyse and evaluate business 
opportunities and issues.  
 

 develop and apply quantitative 
(mathematical) skills relevant to business, 
including using and interpreting data.  
 

 develop as effective and independent 
students, and as critical and reflective thinkers 
with enquiring minds. 

Theme 1: Investigating Small Business  
 
Theme 1 concentrates on the key business concepts, issues 
and skills involved in starting and running a small business. 
It provides a framework for students to explore core 
concepts through the eyes of an entrepreneur setting up a 
business. Students will be introduced to local and national 
business contexts and will develop an understanding of 
how these contexts impact business behaviour and 
decisions.  

 
Topic 1.1: Enterprise and entrepreneurship  
Topic 1.2: Spotting a business opportunity  
Topic 1.3: Putting a business idea into practice  
Topic 1.4: Making the business effective  
Topic 1.5: Understanding external influences on business  
 
Theme 2: Building a Business  
 
Theme 2 examines how a business develops beyond the 
start-up phase. It focuses on the key business concepts, 
issues and decisions used to grow a business, with 
emphasis on aspects of marketing, operations, finance and 
human resources. Theme 2 also considers the impact of the 
wider world on the decisions a business makes as it grows. 
In this theme, students will be introduced to national and 
global business contexts and will develop an understanding 
of how these contexts impact business behaviour and 
decisions.  

 
Topic 2.1: Growing the business  
Topic 2.2: Making marketing decisions  
Topic 2.3: Making operational decisions  
Topic 2.4: Making financial decisions  
Topic 2.5: Making human resource decisions 

Why Study...?  
The business world comprises an enormous variety of different careers. This course aims to provide students with a 
practical appreciation of what ‘being in business’ involves. The course is structured to give students a broad 
introduction to business principles. During the course students will investigate actual businesses and gain an 
understanding of business finance. Business has strong links with lots of other subjects and develops skills such as IT, 
as well as enhancing communication and mathematical skills. 
 

Key Contact: Miss Ring 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Child Development (OCR National Level) 
Career Options 

Nursery Nurse, Midwife, 

Child Psychologist, 

Paediatrician, Primary 

School Teacher, Secondary 

School Teacher, Family 

Support Worker, Teaching 

Assistant, Social Worker, 

Youth Worker, Counsellor. 

Course Objectives Unit Information 

Through studying Child Development, all students will 
study three mandatory topics as follows: 
  

 Health and well-being for child development 

 Understand the equipment and nutritional 
needs of children from birth to five years 

 Understand the development norms of a child 
from birth to five years. 

 
This qualification will enable learners to develop 
significant transferable knowledge and study skills 
that will support progression including: 
 

 an awareness of learning styles  

 a basic introduction into working with 
children in a variety of settings 

 an understanding of roles and responsibilities 
when working in a setting 

 an understanding of equality and diversity 
within a childcare setting 

 a basic understanding of the stages and 
sequence of child development 

 an introduction to observing children and how 
it supports development 

 an introduction to the influences that affect 
holistic development 

 an introduction to everyday care routines and 
the types of activities that can support the 
development of independence 

 an understanding of how to support children 
through transitions in their lives 
 

R018: Health and well-being for child development 
This unit provides an overview of the roles and 
responsibilities of parenthood, from pre-conception 
through antenatal to postnatal care. Students develop 
an appreciation of the importance of creating the best 
conditions for a child to thrive. 
 
 
R019: Understand the equipment and nutritional 
needs of children from birth to five years 
Students learn about the range of equipment and 
nutritional and hygiene requirements of children from 
birth to five years, and they demonstrate in a practical 
activity how these needs are met to promote a child’s 
development and well-being. 

 
R020: Understand the development of a child from 
birth to five years 
Students investigate the developmental norms of 
children from birth to five years and develop an 
understanding of the impact of play on the 
developmental norms. They apply and demonstrate 
their knowledge and understanding through practical 
activities 

 
Level 2 OCR National – Child Development 
is equivalent to x1 GCSE 
 

Why Study...?  
Child Development offers students an interesting and stimulating programme of study. Candidates will have the 
opportunity to develop their knowledge and understanding of human needs in a diverse society and to work in a 
variety of contexts. The skills and knowledge acquired will be relevant and transferable to other settings and provides 
enhanced career opportunities and a satisfying course of study for candidates of various ages and diverse backgrounds 
who may not progress to further study of the subject. 
 

Key Contact: Miss Mussellwhite 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Computer Science (GCSE) Career Options 

Computing, Computer 
Programming, Computer 
Operations, IT Product 
Development, Systems 
Analyst, Technical Support. 

Course Objectives Unit Information 

The aims and objectives of this qualification are to enable 
students to:  
 

 Understand and apply the fundamental principles 
and concepts of computer science, including 
abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms, and 
data representation; 

 Analyse problems in computational terms through 
practical experience of solving such problems, 
including designing, writing and debugging 
programs;  

 Think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically 
and critically; 

 Understand the components that make up digital 
systems, and how they communicate with one 
another and with other systems;  

 Understand the impacts of digital technology to 
the individual and to wider society;  

 Apply strong mathematical skills relevant to 
computer science. 

 Understand the structure and the functioning of 
local and wider area networks and equipment that 
is required for successful network design and 
implementation 

 Understand how to protect personal devices and 
devices that form part of a network from 
numerous threats to equipment, network itself 
and data held on the device 

 Design and produce and test fully functioning 
programs to solve computational problems 

 Become confident equipment and software users 
and designers 

 

The OCR GCSE (9–1) in Computer Science consists of 
two externally-examined papers worth in total 100% 
of the qualification and a non-examined compulsory 
programming component.  
 

Component 1 Overview  
This component will introduce learners to the Central 
Processing Unit (CPU), computer memory and 
storage, wired and wireless networks, network 
topologies, system security and system software, data 
representation and its purpose.  It’s expected that 
learners will become familiar with the impact of 
Computer Science in a global context through the 
study of the ethical, legal, cultural and environmental 
concerns associated with Computer Science.  
 

Component 2 Overview  
This component incorporates and builds on the 
knowledge and understanding gained in Component 
1, encouraging learners to apply this knowledge and 
understanding using computational thinking. Learners 
will be introduced to algorithms and programming; 
learn about programming techniques; how to produce 
robust programs, computational logic, translators and 
facilities of programming languages. Learners will 
become familiar with computer related mathematics.  
 

Component 3 Overview  
Project: Students will undertake an independent 
programming project to develop a computer program 
for a chosen scenario following from teacher guided 
programming activities.   
 

Why Study...?  
Students who study GCSE in Computer Science will gain practical experience of designing, writing, and testing computer 
programs, develop the ability to reason, explain and evaluate solutions, and develop awareness of current and 
emerging trends. Note: the exam is a rigorous, intellectually challenging examination with a weighting of 100% that 
requires a high level of computational thinking, good command of English and strong mathematical skills. 
 

Key Contact: Mrs Kuhl 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dance (BTEC Tech Award) Career Options 

Dancer, Choreographer, 
Dance Teacher, Dance 
Therapist, Dance Journalist, 
Dance Critique, Company 
Director. 

Course Objectives Unit Information 

The BTEC Tech Award in Dance qualification enables 
students:  
 

 To develop key skills that prove your ability in 
performing arts, such as reproducing 
sequences or responding to stimuli. 

 

 To understand the process that underpins 
effective ways of working in the performing 
arts, such as development of ideas, rehearsal 
and performance. 

 

 To develop knowledge that underpins 
effective use of skills, processes and attitudes 
in the sector, such as roles, responsibilities, 
performance disciplines and styles.  

 

 To develop physical, technical and expressive 
skills through which they are able to 
communicate choreographic intention and 
develop their individual qualities and 
attitudes as performers, including personal 
management and communication.  

 
 
 

In Years 10 and 11 pupils will follow the following 3 
components: 
 

 Component 1: Exploring the Performing Arts 

 Component 2: Developing Skills and 
Techniques 

 Component 3: Responding to a Brief 
 
The main aims are: 
 

 To get a taste of what it’s like to be a 
professional dancer across different styles and 
reproduce existing repertoire.  

 To develop skills and techniques in dance. 

 To consider how practitioners adapt their 
skills for different contexts and put this into 
practice in a performance.  

 
Component 3 includes a 10-15 minute performance in 
a group, and 3 written exams based on skills, ideas 
and evaluation of the performance. 
 
The BTEC Tech Award in Dance  
is equivalent to x1 GCSE 

Why Study...?  
Dance is both physical and expressive and uses movement symbolically as a fundamental form of human expression. It is both 
empowering and powerful as a form of non-verbal communication. The intrinsic value of dance is the development of creative, 
imaginative, physical, emotional and intellectual capacities. This course is ideal for students who are passionate about dance and 
enjoy both performing and choreographing. Students will develop skills in the critical appreciation of professional works and 
interpret the choreographic intentions preparing them for a career in dance. You need to have some experience and self-discipline 
to be able to achieve in this course. BTEC Dance requires you to be confident in performing as a solo dancer and in small groups. 

Key Contact: Miss Walker 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3D Design (GCSE) Career Options 

Interior Designer, Set 

Designer, Architect, 

Manufacturing Engineer, 

Production Engineer, 

Product Designer, Product 

Marketer, Games Designer, 

Model Making and Special 

Effects for TV & Film. 

Course Objectives Unit Information 

Three dimensional design is intended for students 
who are interested in working with a range of 
materials and have a passion for Design and 
Technology.  
 
The course will involve working to a design brief, 
identifying and exploring problems, planning courses 
of action, using appropriate equipment and materials, 
designing and working in a variety of media. 
 
Areas of study may include: 
 

 Architectural design 

 Interior design 

 Product design 

 Sculpture 

 Design for theatre, film and Television 

 Jewellery 

 Ceramics 
 
Students will gain the necessary skills to continue 
their artistic development at further or higher 
education level.  The course offers a broad knowledge 
of designing, materials, techniques and equipment. 
Students will also explore computer programmes 
including Illustrator, 2D design and use of mixed 
media.  It does not restrict to one area so you could 
work in Graphic Design, Textiles or Systems and 
Control in the future. 

Assessment throughout the two-year course is by:  
 
Unit 1: Portfolio of Work (60%)  
Unit 2: Externally set task (40%)  
 
 
Marks are awarded across four key areas for both 
units:  
 

 AO1 - Develop ideas through investigations, 
demonstrating critical understanding of 
sources 

 AO2 - Refine work by exploring ideas, 
selecting and experimenting with appropriate 
media, materials, techniques and processes 

 AO3 - Record ideas, observations and insights 
relevant to intentions as work progresses 

 AO4 - Present a personal and meaningful 
response that realises intentions and 
demonstrates understanding of visual 
language. 

 

Why Study...?  
Three Dimension Design is a practical and valuable subject. It enables children and young people to actively contribute to the 
creativity, culture, wealth and well-being of themselves, their community and their nation. It teaches how to take risks and so 
become more resourceful, innovative, enterprising and capable. Students develop a critical understanding of the impact of design 
and technology on daily life and the wider world. Additionally, it provides excellent opportunities for students to develop and 
apply value judgements of an aesthetic, economic, moral, social and technical nature, both in their own designing and when 
evaluating the work of others. 

Key Contact: Mr Hajilambi 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drama (GCSE) Career Options 

Actor, Actress, Stage 
Manager, Teacher, Drama 
Therapist, Radio Presenter, 
Theatre Director, Film 
Director, Playwright. 

Course Objectives Unit Information 

Students will experience the exciting journey of 
learning about how drama and theatre are created, 
giving them the opportunity to study the subject in 
depth.  They will experience creating theatre through 
performing, writing for and designing productions. 
Exploring a range of stimuli will also allow students to 
experience other theatrical skills such as design, 
lighting, costume and make up.  Students will also 
learn how to evaluate their own work and that of 
others using specialist terminology.  
 
Transferable Skills 
 

 Students will gain the confidence to pursue 
their own ideas, reflect and refine their efforts.  

 They will learn to collaborate with others, 
think analytically and evaluate carefully.  

 Students will emerge with a toolkit of 
transferable skills, applicable both in further 
studies and in the workplace. 

 Students will develop their creativity, use of 
imagination and the necessary skills for a solid 
foundation in the subject/discipline.  

 Students will develop a true sense of 
professionalism, dedication, discipline and a 
true appreciation for the subject.   

 

Component 1: Written Examination 40% 
 

Examining the key roles of theatre makers will enable 
students to demonstrate their knowledge and 
understanding of drama and theatre.  
 
Exploring a set play, its meaning, interpretation and 
context will allow for a deeper understanding of how 
it is communicated through performance (bringing the 
text to life). 
 
Knowledge and understanding will be further 
demonstrated through students’ ability to analyse and 
evaluate a piece of live theatre.  
 
Component 2: Devising Drama 40% 
 

Using an exciting range of given stimuli, students will 
be given the opportunity to write and perform their 
own play, which will also allow them to develop their 
directing, acting and designing skills.  
 
The devising log section of the component will require 
that a written log of 2000 words be prepared which 
outlines the creative process, inspiration for the play, 
along with the research and evaluation carried out.  
 
Component 3: Texts in Practice (Practical) 20% 
 

Students will perform two extracts from a play of their 
choice which must be contrasted with the set play in 
Component 1. 
 

Why Study...?  
Some students may wish to take a GCSE in drama for its own sake, perhaps to form the basis for future Drama study at A Level / 
University. Others might wish to go into a job where it is useful to have had experience of drama, or where some of the skills 
developed during this course are needed. Lessons will be engaging and challenging – encouraging all students to fulfil their potential 
and expand their horizons. Students will be given the opportunity to exercise their creativity and imagination while learning key 
performance and writing skills. Drama will help to build teamworking, confidence and effective communication skills, which are 
necessary for everyday life. 
 

Key Contact: Miss Easton 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Food Preparation and Nutrition (GCSE) Career Options 

Chef, Teacher, Nutritionist, 

Dietician, Quality Manager, 

Product Development 

Scientist, Buyer, Public 

Health Advisor, Personal 

Trainer, Butcher, Baker, 

Restaurant Manager. 

Course Objectives Unit Information 

The Food Preparation and Nutrition GCSE involves 
learning about foods, cooking processes, the science 
of food and understanding about nutrition, diets and 
health. Students currently take part in one practical 
cooking lesson and one theory lesson per week. 
 
During the course students will develop a range of 
cookery skills as well as knowledge and 
understanding.  
 
Nutrition, hygiene, food productions, sustainable food 
production and chemical processes in cookery are also 
covered throughout the theory side of the course.  
 
The theory content of the course represents 50% and 
this is reflected in lesson time. Students are expected 
to embrace the food science element, including 
learning about farming, food production and 
nutritional / chemical make-up of foods and cooking 
processes.  
 
This means that it is far more academically challenging 
and also a really interesting and engaging subject, but 
one that is suited to students with an enjoyment of 
sciences as well as cooking.  
 
Students should be under no illusions - this is not an 
easy subject at GCSE level and will involve large 
amounts of theory and written work. 

Progress in theory and practical work is monitored 
through continual assessment of class work, theory 
tasks and homework. 
 
Controlled Assessment 1 – (15%) involved students 
planning and undertaking a science experiment to 
investigate the chemical changes that occur in different 
food preparation / cooking processes.  
 
Controlled Assessment 2 – (35%) Cooking exam – 
students undertake a research project (both theory 
and practical cooking) making dishes of their choice 
based on a brief from the exam board. This culminates 
in a ‘MasterChef’ style cooking practical exam where 
they will be expected to prepare a 3 course meal over 
3 hours.  
 
Written theory exam for 1 ¾ hours (50%) which covers 
the theory content learnt throughout the course. 
                                 
A financial commitment to this course is essential. 
Students will be expected to cook a range of products 
and components on a weekly basis.  

  

 

Why Study...?  
This course is very practical based and involves information about food and its nutritional content, the world of 
catering and producing food. You will enjoy and succeed in this course if you have a keen interest in preparing food, 
are looking to learn and develop life skills, would like to pursue a career in the hospitality industry, and want to study 
a subject that is practical, active and is never the same in any lesson. 
 

Key Contact: Mrs Poynton 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

French (GCSE) Career Options 

Translator, Interpreter, 
Teaching, Diplomatic 
Service, Logistics and 
Distribution, Retail, 
Business Management, 
Event Organisation. 
 
Having a language GCSE on your 
CV will set you apart from other 
candidates in any profession. 
 

Course Objectives Unit Information 

The course will give your child the confidence to 
communicate effectively in French both in writing and 
speaking, and will allow them to understand complex 
texts both written and spoken, as well as deepening 
their understanding of the cultures of French-
speaking countries. 
 
In order to achieve this, students will be taught 
grammar and sentence structure. Films, music, and 
authentic texts will be used to develop their cultural 
knowledge. The new GCSE also requires explicit 
teaching of translation skills. All of these elements 
will benefit their mastery of English. 
 
In the new GCSE, each of the four skills (reading, 
writing, listening, speaking) will carry an equal 25% 
weighting with the grading based on the new 9-1 
system. The course is linear, which means that 
students will sit all their exams at the end of year 11, 
with no coursework. 
 
We set homework regularly to develop breadth in 
vocabulary and to develop fluency and spontaneity in 
reading, writing and speaking. Some homework will 
require the use of online resources such as Quizlet 
and Duolingo. 
 

Why Study...?  
The ability to speak a foreign language is increasingly important in today’s multinational and multilingual society.  Both 
employers and universities actively seek out people who can speak additional languages and a language GCSE is an EBacc 
requirement, highly sought after by top universities. It will also help you to communicate with millions more people in the world, 
whether at work or on holiday.   

Studying a language will add an international dimension to your GCSE subjects. This means that students will have greater 
opportunities to work abroad, or for companies in the UK with international links. You will learn about the countries where the 
language is spoken and may have an opportunity to visit it. You will learn many skills which are useful in a wide range of future 
careers, such as the ability to communicate clearly, being confident about speaking in public and using problem solving 
strategies. 

Key Contact: Mr Brooman-White & Mrs Kingsman  

There are three themes, each broken down into the following 
topics: 
  

Theme 1: Identity and Culture 
 Topic 1:  Me, my family and friends  

Relationships with family and friends  
Marriage/partnership  

 Topic 2:  Technology in everyday life  
Social media  
Mobile technology  

 Topic 3:  Free-time activities  
Music  
Cinema and TV  
Food and eating out  
Sport  

 Topic 4:  Customs and festivals in French-speaking  
countries/communities  

 

Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of 
interest   

 Topic 1:  Home, town, neighbourhood and region  
 Topic 2:  Social issues  

Charity/voluntary work  
Healthy/unhealthy living  

 Topic 3:  Global issues 
The environment  
Poverty/homelessness  

 Topic 4:  Travel and tourism  
 

Theme 3: Current and future study and employment  
Topic 1: My studies  
Topic 2: Life at school/college  
Topic 3: Education post-16 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geography (GCSE) Career Options 

Aid Worker, Environmental 
Scientist, Meteorologist, 
Architect, Volcanologist, 
Travel Agent, Disaster 
Management, Surveyor, 
Civil Engineer, Advertiser. 

Course Objectives Unit Information 

AQA GCSE Geography offers students an opportunity 
to explore the world from their classroom, visiting the 
United Kingdom, low (LICs) and high-income countries 
(HICs) as well as newly emerging economies (NEEs).  
 

They will study a broad range of geographical issues 
and challenges and how these affect our world.  
 

They will gain an insight into future challenges 
through the study of current issues of local, national 
and global importance.  
 

An awareness of humankind’s responsibilities to other 
people, the environment and the sustainability of the 
planet. It also provides the opportunity to study the 
physical geography of different places and 
environments.  
 

Study of this course will give students of all 
backgrounds the opportunity to develop:  
 

 communication skills 

 graphical and cartographical skills 

 technological skills, including ICT and GIS 

 interpersonal skills through debate and 
discussion, literacy and numeracy skills 

 an awareness of complex inter-relationships 
between business and the environment, 
international borders and global economics 

 

Paper 1: Living with the physical environment  
(Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes / 88 marks, 3 of 
which are for SPaG, 35% of GCSE)  
 

Section A (33 marks): The challenge of natural hazards 
– tectonic hazards, tropical storms, extreme weather 
in the UK, climate change.  
 

Section B (25 marks): The living world – ecosystems, 
tropical rainforests and either hot deserts or cold 
environments.  
 

Section C (30 marks): Physical landscapes in the UK – 
two of the following units: coastal landscape, river 
landscapes, glacial landscape. 
 

Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment 
(Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes / 88 marks, 3 of 
which are for SPaG, 35% of GCSE)  
 

Section A (33 marks): Urban issues and challenges  
Section B (30 marks): The changing economic world  
Section C (25 marks): The challenge of resource 
management with an in-depth study of one of the 
following: water, energy or food. 
 

Paper 3: Geographical applications  
(Written exam: 1 hour and 15 minutes / 76 marks 
(including 6 marks for SPaG) / 30% of GCSE  
 

Section A: Issue evaluation (37 marks) 
Section B: Fieldwork (39 marks) 
 

 

Why Study...?  
Statistics show that students who study Geography are amongst the most employable. Skills that are taught include problem 
solving, graphical and ICT, discussion and entrepreneurial skills as these are the qualities which employers look for. Geography will 
help you to be more aware of everyday life and current up-to-date issues facing the people who live in your local area, as well as 
other parts of the United Kingdom, and within Europe and the rest of the world. Geography is a highly topical subject, ever changing 
as world events unfold. Studying Geography explains how and why it is changing and helps you prepare for those changes. 

 

Key Contact: Ms Primarolo 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Graphic Communication (GCSE) 

Course Objectives Unit Information 

Graphics is intended for students who are interested 
in Graphic communication in advertising, illustration 
and in the promotion of ideas, information and new 
images. 
 
The course will involve working to a design brief, 
identifying and exploring problems, planning courses 
of action, using appropriate equipment and materials, 
designing and working in a variety of media including 
computer graphics. 
 
Areas of study will include: 
 

 Advertising 

 Illustration 

 Computer aided design 

 Packaging 

 Typography 
 
Students will gain the necessary skills to continue 
their artistic development at further or higher 
education level.  The course offers a broad skills base 
including design, creative ICT applications, Photoshop 
and use of mixed Media which equips students to go 
on to Graphics courses. 
 
 

Assessment throughout the two-year course is by:  
 
Unit 1: Portfolio of Work (60%)  
Unit 2: Externally set task (40%)  
 
Marks are awarded across four key areas for both 
units:  
 

 AO1 - Develop ideas through investigations, 
demonstrating critical understanding of 
sources 

 AO2 - Refine work by exploring ideas, 
selecting and experimenting with appropriate 
media, materials, techniques and processes 

 AO3 - Record ideas, observations and insights 
relevant to intentions as work progresses 

 AO4 - Present a personal and meaningful 
response that realises intentions and 
demonstrates understanding of visual 
language. 

 
 
 
 

Key Contact: Mrs Panayiotou 

Career Options 

Exhibition Design, Packaging 

Design, Marketing, 

Branding, Advertising, 

Animator, Graphic Designer, 

Illustrator, Print Maker, 

Production Design for TV, 

Film and Theatre. 

Why Study...?  
You may be surprised to know that the creative industries generate a massive £92 billion for the UK economy and employ over 2 
million people, with 3.04 million jobs in the wider creative economy.  Employment in the UK creative industries is growing at four 
times the rate of the UK workforce as a whole, according to latest official statistics from the Department for Digital, Culture, Media 
and Sport.  Jobs in the creative sector are expected to increase up to a third by 2022. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

History (GCSE) Career Options 

Lawyer, Broadcaster, 
Publisher, Solicitor, 
Journalist, Civil Servant, 
Archivist, Author, Teacher, 
Researcher, Archaeologist, 
Museum Curator, Politician. 

Course Objectives Unit Information 

History at GCSE studies some of the main events 
which have helped produce the world we live in 
today.  
 

The course provides the opportunity to study 
Germany in depth as well as the tensions that arise 
between the two global superpowers of the USA and 
Russia.   
 

Through the thematic unit, students will study over 
1000 years of the history that shaped much of what 
Britain is like today. As well as Britain’s relationship 
with Europe and the wider world. 
 

They will also have an opportunity to study 
Elizabethan England focussing on major events during 
this time considering economics, religion and social 
and political issues arising from contemporary and 
historical controversies.  
 

This will involve a focussed study of an historical site. 
 

GCSE History will help students to:  
 

 Develop their communications skills through 
analysis and interpretation of historical 
events. 

 

 Learn from the mistakes of the past and relate 
these to our lives today and help to inform 
students’ political and social decision making 
skills.  

 

Paper 1: Understanding the modern world 
(Written exam:  2 hours / 84 marks, including 4 
marks for SPaG, this is 50% of the GCSE)  
 
Section 1A (40 marks) Germany, 1890-1945: 
Democracy and Dictatorship 
 
Section 1B (40 marks) Conflict and Tension between 
East and West, 1945-1972 
 
Paper 2: Shaping the Nation 
(Written exam: 2 hours / 84 marks, including 4 marks 
for SPaG this is 50% of the GCSE)  
 
Section 2A (40 marks) Migration, Empires and the 
People; c790 to the present day 
 
Section 2B (40 marks) Elizabethan England, c1568 - 
1603 

 
“History will be kind to me for I intend to write it.” 

Winston Churchill 
 

Why Study...?  
History is a subject that is guaranteed to make you think about the world and the changes it has experienced. Looking back at 
world events will help you make sense of the modern world and the world in which you live. This course will be of interest to those 
who enjoy studying the events of the past and acquiring skills of dealing with evidence. A range of topics are studied which will 
give students an insight into important events that changed people's lives in the process. History is a subject that involves 
discussion, arguments, analysis and investigations which students should enjoy contributing to and taking part in. 

 

Key Contact: Ms Primarolo 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music (BTEC Tech Award) Career Options 

Teaching, Musician, Music 
Therapy, Composer, Sound 
Technician, Broadcasting, 
Journalism, Armed Services, 
Retail, Performer. 

Course Objectives Unit Information 

The aims and objectives of this qualification are to 
enable students to: 
 

 engage actively in the process of music study 

 develop performing skills individually and in 
groups to communicate musically with fluency and 
control of the resources used 

 develop composing skills to organise musical ideas 
and make use of appropriate resources 

 recognise links between the integrated activities of 
performing, composing and appraising and how 
this informs the development of music 

 broaden musical experience and interests, develop 
imagination and foster creativity 

 develop knowledge, understanding and skills 
needed to communicate effectively as musicians 

 develop awareness of a variety of instruments, 
styles and approaches to performing and 
composing 

 develop awareness of music technologies and 
their use in the creation and presentation of music 

 recognise contrasting genres, styles and traditions 
of music, and develop some awareness of musical 
chronology 

 develop as effective and independent learners 
with enquiring minds 

 reflect on and evaluate their own and others’ 
music 

 engage with and appreciate the diverse heritage of 
music, in order to promote personal, social, 
intellectual and cultural development. 

 

Component 1: Musical Styles : (Internally Assessed) 
In this component, you will develop your understanding of 
different types of music products and the techniques used 
to create them. You will explore how musical elements, 
technology and other resources are used in the creation, 
production and performance of music.  

 
Component 2: Musical Skills Development : 
(Internally Assessed) 
As a performer, producer or creator in the music industry, 
you need to continually develop your skills and techniques 
in order to be successful and secure a regular flow of gigs 
and commissions. In this component, you will participate in 
workshops and classes where you will develop technical, 
practical, personal and professional skills and specialise in 
at least two of the following areas: music performance, 
creating original music, music production.  
 

Unit 3: Ensemble Performance: (Externally Assessed) 
You will begin by exploring the brief and investigating 
possible responses and ideas to meet the demands of the 
brief. Using relevant resources, skills and techniques you 
will then develop and refine musical material before 
presenting your final response. You will develop and 
present an original creation based on a piece from a given 
list and a style from a choice of four.  

 

Why Study...?  
Music is one of the largest communicative tools in life and, more importantly, is enjoyable! Studying this course will help you to 
improve all aspects of your musicianship, whilst having the opportunity to explore other styles of music from around the world. 
You will have the opportunity to select your own styles of music to perform and you will become independent in your own creative 
style whilst composing. Music is a valued subject to prospective colleges, universities and employers once you leave school. To 
successfully complete the course to a high standard you will need to be able to perform using an instrument or your voice. 
 

Key Contact: Mr Bloska 



 

 

 

  

PE (GCSE OCR) 

Course Objectives Unit Information 

OCR GCSE PE will help students to move onto further 
education and follow sports related qualifications in 
the Sixth Form or at college and/or University. The 
modules of study allow students to develop an in 
depth understanding within human anatomy and 
physiology, socio-cultural issues in sport and sports 
psychology. 

In Years 10 and 11 you will study the following 
modules of: 
 
 

 Physical factors affecting performance  
(Paper 1 exam) 

 Socio-cultural issues and Sports psychology 
(Paper 2 exam) 

 Practical performances 
 Analysis and Evaluation of performance 

 
The modules are assessed through 2 examinations, 
practical sporting performance and coursework that 
will need to be completed throughout the two years. 
 
40% of the course is based on continuous assessment 
through practical performances and coursework and 
the remaining 60% is completed through the 2 exams. 
 

Key Contact: Mr Finn 

Career Options 

Sports Coach, Personal 

Trainer, Sports Development, 

Teaching, Management, 

Sports Therapy, Sports 

Psychology, Health 

Promotion, Armed Forces, 

Ground Staff, Physiotherapy, 

Public Services, Youth Work. 

Why Study...?  
OCR GCSE PE combines theoretical knowledge and practical ability. This course is ideally suited to students who 
enjoy taking part in a range of physical activities which they can perform to a high standard, but more importantly 
also enjoy learning about the theory behind sports performance. This course can lead to a successful career in the 
sport and leisure sector. Physical Education is a subject that involves discussion, team work, analysis, evaluation in 
both a practical and classroom-based setting which students will enjoy contributing to and taking part in. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photography (GCSE) 

Course Objectives Unit Information 

Photography may be defined as the creative journey 
through the process of lens- and light-based media. 
This could include work created using film, digital 
imaging or light sensitive materials.  
 
Students will use a range of photographic mediums to 
explore and create a body of work, which develops 
and refines both the process and the concept.  
 
They will learn about photo manipulation and graphic 
design skills, plus good communication skills in order 
to liaise with clients and to promote themselves as 
photographers. 
 
Students will study: 
 

 portraiture 

 location photography 

 studio photography 

 experimental imagery 

 installation 

 documentary photography 

 photo-journalism 
 
Students will gain the necessary skills to continue 
their artistic development at further or higher 
education level.  The course offers a broad skills base 
including design, creative ICT applications, Photoshop 
and use of mixed media which equips students to go 
on to creative courses. 
 

Assessment throughout the two-year course is by:  
 
Unit 1: Portfolio of Work (60%)  
Unit 2: Externally set task (40%)  
 
Marks are awarded across four key areas for both 
units:  
 

 AO1 - Develop ideas through investigations, 
demonstrating critical understanding of 
sources 
 

 AO2 - Refine work by exploring ideas, 
selecting and experimenting with appropriate 
media, materials, techniques and processes 
 

 AO3 - Record ideas, observations and insights 
relevant to intentions as work progresses 
 

 AO4 - Present a personal and meaningful 
response that realises intentions and 
demonstrates understanding of visual 
language 

 

Key Contact: Mrs Panayiotou 

Career Options 

Press Photographer, 

Television Camera 

Operative, Medical 

Illustrator, Photographer, 

Stylist, Visual Merchandiser, 

Web Designer, Film/Video 

Editor, Digital Marketeer, 

Graphic Designer. 

Why Study...?  
You may be surprised to know that the creative industries generate a massive £92 billion for the UK economy and employ over 2 
million people, with 3.04 million jobs in the wider creative economy.  Employment in the UK creative industries is growing at four 
times the rate of the UK workforce as a whole, according to latest official statistics from the Department for Digital, Culture, Media 
and Sport.  Jobs in the creative sector are expected to increase up to a third by 2022. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ethics and Philosophy (GCSE) 
Career Options 

Public Services, Teaching, 
Social Research, Archivist, 
Journalism, Development 
Work, Youth Work, 
Probation Service, Clergy, 
Nursing, Social Work. 

Course Objectives Unit Information 

GCSE Ethics and Philosophy provides students with 
the opportunity to: 
 

 Develop their knowledge, skills and 
understanding of different points of view by 
exploring the significance of people’s beliefs, 
teachings, practices, ways of life and forms of 
expressing meaning to the world around us. 

 

 Develop their analytical and evaluative skills 
through studying various aspects of belief 
including their significance and influence on 
global issues. 

 

 Express their personal responses and 
informed insights on fundamental questions 
and issues about identity, belonging, 
meaning, purpose, truth, values and 
commitments. 
 

 Ultimately to empower students to think for 
themselves, and organise thoughts and ideas 
clearly and logically. 

 

The course is 100% exam 
 

In this first half of the GCSE course students will study 
the beliefs, teachings and practices from two of the 
following: 
 

Buddhism   Islam    Hinduism 
Catholic   Christianity    
Judaism   Sikhism 
 

Christianity and Catholic Christianity is a prohibited 
combination. 
 

The ethical and philosophical focus of the second 
half of the GCSE are the following topics, you will 
select four from the following themes: 
 
 
 

 Theme A: Relationships and families.  

 Theme B: Religion and life.  

 Theme C: The existence of God and 
revelation.  

 Theme D: Peace and conflict.  

 Theme E: Crime and punishment.  

 Theme F: Human rights and social justice.  
 
All units taught will be underpinned by the beliefs and 
teaching from the first half of the course 

 

Why Study...?  
Studying Ethics and Philosophy leads to: an understanding of where people’s beliefs come from;  an understanding of 
why people view the world differently; an examination of some of the fundamental questions of life, and the weighing 
up of different beliefs, opinions and experiences. All of this helps you to work out your own view about how to live 
your life and the ability to relate beliefs, values and experiences of others to your own experience of life.  
 

Key Contact: Ms Primarolo 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spanish (GCSE) Career Options 

Translator, Interpreter, 
Teaching, Diplomatic 
Service, Logistics and 
Distribution, Retail, 
Business Management, 
Event Organisation. 
 
Having a language GCSE on your 
CV will set you apart from other 
candidates in any profession. 

Course Objectives Unit Information 

The course will give your child the confidence to 
communicate effectively in Spanish both in writing 
and speaking, and will allow them to understand 
complex texts both written and spoken, as well as 
deepening their understanding of the cultures of 
Spanish-speaking countries. 
 
In order to achieve this, students will be taught 
grammar and sentence structure. Films, music, and 
authentic texts will be used to develop their cultural 
knowledge. The new GCSE also requires explicit 
teaching of translation skills. All of these elements 
will benefit their mastery of English. 
 
In the new GCSE, each of the four skills (reading, 
writing, listening, speaking) will carry an equal 25% 
weighting with the grading based on the new 9-1 
system. The course is linear, which means that 
students will sit all their exams at the end of year 11, 
with no coursework. 
 
We set homework regularly to develop breadth in 
vocabulary and to develop fluency and spontaneity in 
reading, writing and speaking. Some homework will 
require the use of online resources such as Quizlet 
and Duolingo. 

There are three themes, each broken down into the following 
topics: 
  

Theme 1: Identity and Culture 
 Topic 1:  Me, my family and friends  

Relationships with family and friends  
Marriage/partnership  

 Topic 2:  Technology in everyday life  
Social media  
Mobile technology  

 Topic 3:  Free-time activities  
Music  
Cinema and TV  
Food and eating out  
Sport  

 Topic 4:  Customs and festivals in French-speaking  
countries/communities  

 

Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of 
interest   

 Topic 1:  Home, town, neighbourhood and region  
 Topic 2:  Social issues  

Charity/voluntary work  
Healthy/unhealthy living  

 Topic 3:  Global issues 
The environment  
Poverty/homelessness  

 Topic 4:  Travel and tourism  
 

Theme 3: Current and future study and employment  
Topic 1: My studies  
Topic 2: Life at school/college  
Topic 3: Education post-16 

 

Why Study...?  
The ability to speak a foreign language is increasingly important in today’s multinational and multilingual society.  Both employers 
and universities actively seek out people who can speak additional languages and a language GCSE is an EBacc requirement, highly 
sought after by top universities. It will also help you to communicate with millions more people in the world, whether at work or 
on holiday.   

Studying a language will add an international dimension to your GCSE subjects. This means that students will have greater 
opportunities to work abroad, or for companies in the UK with international links. Many employers look for people who speak a 
foreign language. You will learn about the countries where the language is spoken and may have an opportunity to visit it. You will 
learn many skills which are useful in a wide range of future careers, such as the ability to communicate clearly, being confident 
about speaking in public and using problem solving strategies. 

Key Contact: Mr Brooman-White & Mrs Kingsman 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sport Studies (OCR Tech Award) Career Options 

Sports Coach, Personal 
Trainer, Sports Development, 
Teaching, Management, 
Sports Therapy, Sports 
Psychology, Health 
Promotion, Armed Forces, 
Ground Staff, Physiotherapy, 
Public Services, Youth Work. 

Course Objectives Unit Information 

OCR Sport Studies will help students to move onto 
further education and follow sports related 
qualifications in the Sixth Form or at college and/or 
University. 

This course will help learners: 

 Understand contemporary issues in sport and 
how they impact on different sporting 
activities. 

 Apply skills as both a performer and a leader 
in different sporting activities. 

 Understand what it means to be a sports 
leader using their initiative to solve problems 
and make decisions when dealing with rapidly 
changing conditions and situations. 

 Understand the relation between the sport 
and the media by applying their knowledge to 
real life examples. 

 To evaluate and interpret the different ways 
in which sport is represented in the media. 

 

In Years 10 and 11 you will study the following 3 
modules: 
 

 Contemporary issues in Sport (Exam) 

 Performance and Leadership in Sports 
activities 

 Sport and the Media  
 
The modules are assessed through examinations and 
coursework that will need to be completed 
throughout the two years. 
 
60% of the course is based on continuous assessment 
through coursework and the remaining 40% is 
completed through an exam. 
 
OCR Sport Studies is equivalent to x1 GCSE 
 

Why Study...?  
OCR Sport combines theoretical knowledge and practical ability. This course is ideally suited to students who enjoy 
taking part in a range of physical activities which they can perform to a good standard, but more importantly also 
enjoy learning about the theory behind sports performance. This course can lead to a successful career in the sport 
and leisure sector. Physical Education is a subject that involves discussion, team work, analysis, evaluation in both a 
practical and classroom based setting which students will enjoy contributing to and taking part in. 

Key Contact: Mr Finn 


