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Achieving Success Together 

 

TIMETABLE: WEEK A/B CYCLE 
 

  

 

Please see below reminder of the timetable cycle upon 
our return to school in January 2022: 

 

Week Commencing Week Cycle 

03/01/2022 B 

10/01/2022 A 

17/07/2022 B 

24/01/2022 A 
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Dear Parent or Carer,  
 

As the Autumn term draws to a close, it is an ideal opportunity for us to 
reflect on our achievements as a school and to look back on the year and 
celebrate the resilience, efforts and successes of our whole community in the 
face of ongoing challenges.  
 

    

 

 

We have seen some fantastic highlights this term, including the return of 
trips, clubs and sports fixtures, and a live Open Evening that allowed us to 
showcase OSA to potential students and their families. I was exceptionally 
proud of our staff and students, who were outstanding ambassadors for the 
school, and feedback following the event was overwhelmingly positive.  
 

Our new Year 7 students have settled in exceptionally well after so many of 
them attended our Summer School, and our new Sixth Form cohort is making 
a great start to the year, responding extremely well to the demands of their 
courses. Despite the inevitable impact of Covid-19, attendance has been 
consistently good across the school and this will have a really positive impact 
on student achievement as we move into the Spring Term.  
 

Our long-awaited building project is well underway. The new car park and 
tennis courts have been completed, and the Science Block is taking shape at 
a rapid pace, which is incredibly exciting. I am hopeful that the new building 
work provides a springboard for even more future success at OSA!  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

TERM DATES 
Please note that OSA term dates have been updated on 
the school website: 

 

 https://onslow.herts.sch.uk/33/term-dates  
 

The school will be closed for an additional INSET Day on 
Friday 15th July 2022.   
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.onslow.herts.sch.uk/
http://www.onslow.herts.sch.uk/
https://onslow.herts.sch.uk/33/term-dates


 

 

 

 

Achieving Success Together 

 

COVID-19 UPDATE 
DECEMBER 2021 

 
 

December 2021 

REGULAR TESTING 
 

 

Up to a third of people who have Covid-
19 are asymptomatic. Identifying these 
asymptomatic cases will make a huge 
difference in reducing transmission.  
 

On-site testing will be staggered at the 
start of the Spring Term, between 5th 
and 7th January 2022. A timetable will 
be released accordingly.  
 

Following this initial on-site test, it is 
important that students complete 
Lateral Flow Tests at home, twice a 
week, on their allocated days. Test 
results must be reported using the 
relevant link on the OSA website: 
 

 www.onslow.herts.sch.uk  
 
  

 

In order to reduce the risk of Covid-19 transmission and to keep our community as safe as possible, protective 

measures shown below will be in place at the start of Spring Term 2022. Thank you to all students, parents, carers 

and staff for their ongoing support with these measures. An update regarding 7-day daily testing, as required, will follow in the 

New Year. 

USE OF FACE COVERINGS  
 

 

Face coverings should be plain and 
non-offensive in design, and worn by 
everyone in communal areas within 
the school setting, except when:  
 

 wearing a face covering would 
impact on the ability to take part in 
exercise or strenuous activity 

 outside on school premises  

 eating or drinking 

 someone is exempt from wearing 
face coverings 

 

The latest Government guidance 
regarding the use of face coverings can 
be viewed on the following website: 
 

 Government Guidance: Click Here  
 
  

 
HYGIENE  
 

 

Hand sanitiser is available in Hygiene 
Hubs in classrooms and other areas 
across the school.  
 

We ask that students also bring in their 
own personal hand sanitiser, wipes 
and tissues to school wherever 
possible to avoid congestion at 
sanitising zones.   

 

VENTILATION 
 

 

Ventilation is a key Covid-19 prevention 
strategy as it reduces the concentration 
of any virus particles present in the air 
and maintains a healthy classroom 
environment. 
 

We recommend that students wear 
additional layers under their school 
uniform during cold weather.   

 
SITE ADAPTIONS  
 

 

A number of adaptations will be in 
place during the Spring Term to 
facilitate distancing between year 
group cohorts and to reduce Covid-19 
transmission risk:  
 

 separate toilet blocks for students 
in different key stages 

 split lunch times and separated 
lunch areas  

 one-way systems, using outside 
routes wherever possible 

 

STAY ALERT TO COVID-19 SYMPTOMS 
 

 

Please do not send your child to school 
if they have any Covid-19 symptoms. In 
this instance, a PCR test should be 
arranged. Please visit the following 
website for Government guidance: 

 Book a PCR Test: Click Here  
 

The resource linked below may be 
useful when considering if your child is 
well enough to attend school: 

 Healthier Together Resource: Click Here 
  

 

http://www.onslow.herts.sch.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.hwehealthiertogether.nhs.uk/parentscarers/child-unwell-ok-go-nurseryschool


 

 

 

 

Achieving Success Together 

YEAR 11 EXAMS 
 

 
 

The next Year 11 mock exams will take place just prior to 
February half-term in the weeks beginning 31st January and 
7th February 2022.  
 

We have briefed all students to begin their revision process 
during the upcoming Christmas break, and teachers have 
shared revision lists to help them with this. Parents should 
be aware that should public exams be cancelled this 
summer, these mock exams could form part of the 
evidence for Teacher-Assessed Grades; therefore, it is 
important that students take the exams seriously and 
prepare thoroughly.  
 

Year 11 students should also remember to rest and re-
charge during this holiday period. We wish them a really 
good, well-earned Christmas break and here's hoping for a 
successful new year! 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

We say goodbye to Mr Bhar as he leaves OSA at the end of 
the term. Mr Bhar has worked at the school for nine years, 
leading the Maths department for the past six. He has built 
excellent relationships with both staff and students, and 
has always maintained a real passion for his subject.  
 

We also say goodbye to Mr Bird, who joined the school as 
Deputy Headteacher in 2014. During this time, he has 
worked tirelessly to improve outcomes for our students. In 
addition, his recent work focused upon the curriculum, in 
collaboration with Julie Jones, our Danes Educational Trust 
secondee and Deputy Headteacher at St Clement Danes 
School, will have long term benefits for all our students.  
 

We wish Mr Bhar and Mr Bird every success in the future.  
 

 

 

 

I am immensely proud to have led the school since my 
appointment in September 2018. I feel that OSA has a very 
strong role to play in the community of Hatfield and I have 
been extremely fortunate to receive such fantastic 
support from parents, students, staff and colleagues from 
Danes Educational Trust during my time as Headteacher.  
 

The school now looks and feels very different to when I 
started and there is a real team ethos which has had a 
hugely positive impact on the culture within the school. It 
is really pleasing to see the new building projects taking 
shape and I know this will give our students and staff the 
environment they need to realize their ambitions.  
 

Thank you for all of the best wishes I have received – they 
are greatly appreciated. I want to wish everyone the very 
best for the future and I look forward to seeing the school 
continue to improve.  
 

David Bullock, Headteacher 

SIXTH FORM NOTICES 
 

Information has been emailed to Sixth Form parents and 
carers regarding the return to school after the Christmas 
break, including details of mock exams and external exams. 
Sixth Form students need to ensure they are clear when 
they are expected to attend Consortium lessons.  
 

Revision lists, timetables and tips have been provided to all 
Year 13 students undertaking exams. This information can 
also be found on the following website:  
 

 
https://onslow.herts.sch.uk/478/exam-
timetables-sixth-form 

 
  
 

   
 

FREE SCHOOL MEAL VOUCHERS 
 

 

 
 
 

In line with guidance from 
Hertfordshire County Council, 
supermarket vouchers have been 
issued to parents of students 
eligible for Free School Meals 
during the Christmas holidays. 

Students eligible for Free School Meals are also able to 
attend Hertfordshire’s Holiday Activity Programme 
‘HAPpy’ at a reduced rate.  

 

FAREWELL MESSAGES FROM MR BIRD AND MR BULLOCK 
 

This is my eighth year at OSA and the time has passed so 
quickly. It doesn't seem very long at all since I was first here 
for my interview, and then finding my feet in my first year 
as a member of staff.  
 

The school has grown, changed and improved so much in 
the intervening years. I am so proud to have played a small 
part in that development and in helping so many of our 
students to move on to positive futures beyond the school. 
I will miss the staff, students and school community 
enormously, and know the school will go from strength to 
strength in the years ahead. 

https://onslow.herts.sch.uk/478/exam-timetables-sixth-form
https://onslow.herts.sch.uk/478/exam-timetables-sixth-form
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AUTUMN TERM 2021 (Wednesday 1st September 2021 to Tuesday 21st December 2021) 

 
Wednesday 1st September 2021 INSET Day 

Thursday 2nd September 2021 Term Starts for Years 7, 12 and 13  

Friday 3rd September 2021 All Students in School   

Tuesday 21st September 2021  Open Evening – School Closes for Students at 12.20pm 

Monday 25th to Friday 29th October 2021 Half-Term 

Friday 26th November 2021 Occasional Day 

Friday 17th December 2021 Last Day of Term for Students – School Closes at 12.20pm 

Monday 20th to Tuesday 21st December 2021 INSET Days  
 

SPRING TERM 2022 (Wednesday 5th January 2022 to Friday 1st April 2022) 

 
Wednesday 5th January 2022 INSET Day 

Thursday 6th January 2022 Term Starts for Students 

Monday 14th to Friday 18th February 2022 Half-Term 

Friday 1st April 2022 Last Day of Term – School Closes at 12.20pm 
 

SUMMER TERM 2022 (Tuesday 19th April 2022 to Friday 22nd July 2022) 

 
Tuesday 19th April 2022 Term Starts for Students 

Monday 2nd May 2022 Bank Holiday 

Monday 30th May to Friday 3rd June 2022 Half-Term 

Friday 15th July 2022 INSET Day 

Wednesday 20th July 2022 Last Day of Term for Students – School Closes at 12.20pm 

Thursday 21st July 2022 Bank Holiday in Lieu 

Friday 22nd July 2022  INSET Day  
 

 

 

OSA TERM DATES 
 

Academic Year: 2021 – 2022 (v3) 
 

 




