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TERM DATES 
 

Please note that OSA term dates have been updated on 
the school website:  

 

 https://onslow.herts.sch.uk/33/term-dates  
 

The school will be closed on Thursday 21st July 2022 in 
lieu of the Platinum Jubilee Bank Holiday that falls during 
the Summer 2022 half-term break.  
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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 

This term has seen many exciting events take place, including our Open 
Evening in September, where we welcomed a fantastic turnout of 
prospective new students and parents to the school.  
 

There was an incredibly positive atmosphere throughout the evening and our 
student helpers were outstanding ambassadors for OSA, leading to some 
wonderful feedback, such as the following: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A huge thank you to all of our staff and students that helped make the 
evening such a success and to everyone that visited us for a look around the 
school.  

 

 

Please feel free to check out our new Prospectus 
and Information Booklet for 2021-2022 at the 
following web page: 
 

 https://onslow.herts.sch.uk/27/prospectus 
 

 
 

“It did not matter where we went, we seemed to meet happy and 
motivated students. We met several students around the school in 
passing who were so polite. Whilst we know you can prep students for 
these occasions, we are absolutely sure that you cannot prep every 
student to have good manners, show enthusiasm and motivation as 
well as have such pride in their school.”   

http://www.onslow.herts.sch.uk/
http://www.onslow.herts.sch.uk/
https://onslow.herts.sch.uk/33/term-dates
https://onslow.herts.sch.uk/27/prospectus
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EXAMS UPDATE 

 
 

Year 11 completed their first round of mock exams before 
the half-term break. Thank you to the students for the calm, 
mature and committed way they approached these 
examinations. We are proud of their efforts. 
 

Teachers have now provided some feedback to students 
about the exam outcomes and how they can improve. This 
week, we will be releasing students’ exam grades to them 
in a formal way, similar to the process for next summer's 
GCSE Results Day.  
 

Any student who did not sit an exam will receive an 'X' 
grade. It is worth reminding all parents that this mirrors the 
process for next summer: exams cannot be taken again at 
another date if missed.  
 

As mentioned in our letter of Friday 22nd October 2021, the 
Government has confirmed that in the unlikely event that 
exams are cancelled next summer, grades will be 
determined through teacher assessment. In this case, the 
recent mock exams may be used as part of the evidence to 
determine grades. The same will also be true for the next 
planned round of mock exams in February 2022.  
 

 

 LEARNER VOICE COUNCIL  
 

A group of students from Years 8, 9 and 10 are 
participating in a Learner Voice Council (LVC) project as 
part of our trust-wide mission to give students a voice.  

 

 
Schools within the Danes Educational Trust have each 
selected a group of students to be involved in the Teaching 
and Learning-centred project, enabling them to contribute 
their unique perspective on education. 
 

One student commented: “This programme has made us 
feel like we can finally have some control over our learning, 
so it fits us and has a positive impact on our lives.”  
 

Another said: “I’m proud to be part of the Learner Voice 
Council at OSA.” 
 

OSA’s LVC meets on a weekly basis to discuss a learning 
focus. To date, our students have explored ‘challenge in 
lessons’, ‘supporting students with Special Educational 
Needs and Disabilities and students who may need 
additional support’ and ‘homework that positively impacts 
progress’.  
 

On Wednesday 13th October 2021, LVCs from across the 
Danes Educational Trust attended a Workshop Day at OSA, 
where students participated in various sessions, with 
topics such as ‘Teaching and Learning’, ‘Oracy’, ‘Team 
Building’, ‘Growth Mindset’ and ‘Empowering Ourselves’. 
The workshops were designed to help students think 
about the learning focus they wish to develop. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This term, staff are using ‘No Hands Up’ questioning within 
lessons.  
 

 

This strategy encourages all students to 
remain consistently focused as they 
may be called to answer a question 
linked to the lesson content, subject or 
conversation at any point, developing 
deep thinkers. 
 

Year 7 Meet the Tutor Evening  
We were delighted to welcome our new Year 7 parents to 
a ‘Meet the Tutor’ evening at the school on Monday 8th 
November 2021. During the event, staff were able to 
communicate some of the key strategies that parents can 
use to support their child at home. For further information, 
please contact us at the school:  
 

 01707 264228  admin@onslow.herts.sch.uk  

 
 
 

PRIMARY SCHOOL VISITS  

This term, Year 5 students have visited OSA from a number 
of local primary schools for ‘programming skills’ sessions 
with Year 8 and 9 Computer Science Leaders. STEM 
workshops will also be delivered in the coming months.  
 

Additionally, primary school teachers have visited our Year 
7 students in lessons. Feedback has been overwhelmingly 
positive, with Year 6 teachers complimenting how well our 
students have settled into secondary school and the 
excellent standard of classwork they are producing.  
 

 
 
 

mailto:admin@onslow.herts.sch.uk
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COVID-19 UPDATE 

In order to keep our community as safe as possible, it is 
important that students continue to complete their Lateral 
Flow Tests at home, twice a week, on their allocated days.  
 

Up to a third of people who have Covid-19 are 
asymptomatic – identifying these asymptomatic cases will 
make a huge difference in reducing transmission.  
 

Reporting the results is critical for tracking the prevalence 
of the virus across the country. Please see below reminder 
of necessary actions following each test result:  
 

Positive:

 

 Self-isolate for 10 days. 
 Report to NHS Track & Trace. 
 Report on OSA Reporting Site. 
 Order a confirmatory PCR test. 

 

Negative: 

 

 Report to NHS Track & Trace. 
 Report on OSA Reporting Site. 
 Continue to follow measures to 

reduce transmission. 
 

Void:

 

 Report to NHS Track & Trace. 
 Report on OSA Reporting Site. 
 Take another test and follow the steps 

for that result. 
 

 

 
 
HEALTH, HYGIENE AND FACE COVERINGS 
Hand sanitiser is available in Hygiene Hubs in classrooms 
and other areas around the school. We ask that students 
also bring in their own personal hand sanitiser, wipes and 
tissues in to school wherever possible to avoid congestion 
at sanitising zones.  
 

Face coverings should be plain and non-offensive in design 
and should be worn by everyone within the school setting, 
except when:  
 

 wearing a face covering would impact on the ability to 
take part in exercise or strenuous activity, such as in PE 
or Music lessons; 

 outside on school premises;  

 eating or drinking; 

 someone is exempt from wearing face coverings. 
 
 

 

 

 REMEMBRANCE DAY 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

We commemorated Remembrance Day on Thursday 11th 
November 2021 with a service led by the OSA Combined 
Cadet Force (CCF), recorded for all students to watch 
ahead of a 2-minute silence to reflect on the sacrifices 
made by servicemen and women.    
 

Thank you to our CCF students and all staff involved in the 
service, in addition to the History team for the 
corresponding assemblies on the importance of 
Remembrance Day.  

 ADMISSION ARRANGEMENTS CONSULTATION 
 

Further to the letter sent last 
half-term, I would like to 
remind parents that any 
responses to the school’s 
proposed amendments to 
the 2023-2024 admission 
arrangements should be 
made in writing by Sunday 
12th December 2021, marked 
for the attention of the 
Headteacher.  

 

 

Further details and a copy of the proposed admission 
arrangements can be seen on the school website: 
 

 https://onslow.herts.sch.uk/270/admissions-ks34 
 

 

 

 
 BUILDINGS UPDATE 
 

I am delighted to announce that our new car park opened 
this half-term, providing valuable additional parking as the 
school expands. The new tennis courts have also been 
completed and the steel frame for the new Science block 
will start to go up during the week commencing Monday 
22nd November 2021. The programme for Phase 1 remains 
on course for completion at the end of June 2022 and 
progress will be updated on our social media channels: 
 

 
@OnslowStAudreys 

 
Onslowstaudreys 

 
Onslow St. Audrey’s Official 
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ANTI-BULLYING WEEK 2021 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This year’s Anti-Bullying Week has the theme ‘One Kind 
Word’, in recognition of one kind word having the power to 
provide a moment of hope. To change someone’s day. To 
change the course of a conversation or break the cycle of 
bullying.  
 

Kindness fuels kindness and this is even more important 
today than it has ever been. Isolation during the pandemic 
has underlined how acts of kindness can break down 
barriers and brighten lives.  
 

Throughout Anti-Bullying Week, from Monday 15th to 
Friday 19th November 2021, we will be conducting 
assemblies and form-time activities around the theme ‘One 
Kind Word’.  
 

WHAT IS BULLYING? 
Bullying is behaviour by an individual or group, usually 
repeated over time, which intentionally hurts another 
individual or group, either physically or emotionally. 
Repeated bullying has a significant emotional component, 
where the anticipation and fear of being bullied seriously 
affects the behaviour and wellbeing of the victim.  
 

JUST TALK CAMPAIGN 
Monday 15th November 2021 also sees the start of 
Hertfordshire’s ‘Just Talk’ week – a mental health and 
wellbeing campaign focusing on the importance of 
kindness. You and/or your child can access a range of free 
informational webinars throughout the week, on important 
topics including:  
 

 How to look after your own wellbeing. 

 Coping with stress and anxiety. 

 Managing conflict within the family. 

 Supporting mental health in young people with 
neurodiversity. 

 Healthy eating. 

 The benefits of physical activity. 

 Daily mindfulness sessions.  
 

Please visit the following website for the full webinar 
schedule and other free resources, videos and information: 
 

 https://www.justtalkherts.org/  

 

 

 SIXTH FORM UPDATE  
 

OSA’s Post-16 Options Evening on Thursday 4th November 
2021 provided families with information on options 
available to students at the end of Year 11, both within and 
outside the school. 
 

 
The Sixth Form Team provided guidance on the application 
process for the Sixth Form at OSA and the wider Welwyn 
and Hatfield Consortium. Subject teachers also outlined 
course information and Mrs Manley provided additional 
guidance for those exploring their options.  
 

Information provided at Options Evening will be emailed 
directly to Year 11 parents and has also been posted on the 
school website in the following location:  
 

 https://onslow.herts.sch.uk/49/admissions-1  

 
UNIVERSITY APPLICATIONS 

 
 

A first wave of university applications has been sent off for 
Year 13 students, including two applications to Cambridge: 
one to study Dentistry and one for Medicine. We wish all 
our students applying to university the best for their 
applications and we look forward to hearing good news 
about interviews and offers soon!  

 

 

 

 

Finally, can I thank you all 
again for your support and, as 
always, please contact us at 
the school with any queries or 
concerns so that we can 
Achieve Success Together. 
 

 

David Bullock, Headteacher 

https://www.justtalkherts.org/
https://onslow.herts.sch.uk/49/admissions-1

