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Choosing Your Options

Information and Instructions for Families



Thanks for accessing our OSA Virtual Options evening for 2020. This is a very exciting time for Year 9 students, 
when they can begin to take control of their own education and have a say in the subjects that they want to study. 
We have planned a balanced, personalised curriculum offer which we are sure will inspire and motivate your child. 
Our staff have provided a wealth of information to help you and your child make the best choices for them. Please 
do not hesitate to contact us if you are unsure about anything. I hope you find this booklet useful and look forward 
to seeing your child thriving on their Key Stage 4 courses next year.
 

Robert Bird

Deputy Headteacher

Year 9 Options Overview

Introduction

In Key Stage 3, students study up to 16 different subjects to get a broad experience of each one. In Key Stage 4 it 
is important to narrow the number of subjects so each can be studied in more depth. In our curriculum from 
September 2020, OSA students will study 9 GCSE or equivalent courses- a manageable number given the 
complexity and challenge of modern GCSEs. Five core qualifications- English Language and Literature, Maths and 
two GCSEs in Science are compulsory, while students will have a choice in their four remaining subjects.

Why Options?

The following types of course are available in our curriculum from September 2020.
GCSEs: GCSEs are traditional, academic courses which form the main qualifications at Key Stage 4. GCSEs 
are graded 9-1. Some practical GCSEs, e.g. Art or Design Technology have a strong coursework element, but 
many are assessed largely by final exam.
E-Bacc GCSEs: The English Baccalaureate is an educational achievement that students can complete by 
attaining a Grade 5 or better in English, Maths, two sciences (including Computer Science), History or 
Geography and a language. The E-Bacc is well looked-upon by employers and universities. GCSEs which count 
towards the E-Bacc are marked (E) in your Options pathways.
Vocational Courses: Vocational courses often cover similar content to GCSEs, but have a focus on work and 
employability, and a greater coursework element. They tend to be more accessible to a wide variety of learners. 
There are different vocational course types, including BTEC and OCR Nationals. Our vocational courses are 
marked (V) in your Options pathways.

Options Courses

Our Key Stage 4 curriculum includes 5 compulsory qualifications and 4 student-chosen options subjects, to create 
a balanced programme of study that will excite students and help them to enjoy their learning. Outside the core, 
examined curriculum, students will continue to develop their awareness of social, moral, spiritual and cultural 
issues and their own personal development through our assembly and tutor time programmes, and a menu of 
specialised off-timetable days. This diagram shows the hours per fortnight allocated to each subject.

Our Key Stage 4 Curriculum

ENG MATHS SCI A B C D PE TOTAL

Yr. 10 8hrs 9hrs 9hrs 6hrs 5hrs 6hrs 5hrs 2hrs 50hrs

Yr. 11 9hrs 8hrs 9hrs 5hrs 6hrs 5hrs 6hrs 2hrs 50hrs

Qualifications 2 1 2 1 1 1 1 0 9
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Each student is offered Options choices within a tailored pathway that is appropriate to their ability and their recent 
achievement levels. The pathways are as follows:

Key Information for Families

OSA Options Pathways
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Blue Pathway
Designed to create academic 
challenge for our most able 
students. Incorporates and 

encourages the E-Bacc.

Yellow Pathway
A balanced curriculum. Encourages 

a blend of GCSEs and vocational 
courses, according to strengths.

Green Pathway
A range of accessible and 

vocational subjects. Includes 
options for ASDAN and Literacy and 

Numeracy support.

.

There are a number of key choices that families need to consider as part of this Options process. Here are a 
few of them:
Separate or Combined Science?
Combined Science is a qualification worth two GCSEs which covers Biology, Chemistry and Physics. This 
is the standard GCSE Science course for most students. It covers all key Science concepts and topics, and 
will allow successful students to progress on to A-Level Science courses.
The Separate Sciences are three stand-alone GCSEs, one each in Biology, Chemistry and Physics. This is 
a challenging combination of subjects which requires lots of time to complete, therefore we offer it in a 
separate option block to give students extra time. All included, Separate Science students will have around 5 
timetabled hours per Science GCSE per fortnight. Separate Sciences also have longer exams, because of 
the extra content that is involved. Separate Sciences is a fascinating and exciting study route, but is only 
advised for those who love Science and want to pursue scientific careers, e.g. Medicine or Engineering.
History or Geography?
We believe most students should study either History or Geography- two important Humanities subjects that 
increase our understanding of the world we live in. Students in the Blue and Yellow will choose ONE of these 
two subjects. Because History and Geography involve learning lots of content, most students should select 
only ONE of these two subjects. A small number of able students could consider taking both- talk to 
Humanities teachers if your child is thinking of doing this. 
Should I study a Language?
At OSA, we believe in the importance of languages. Learning a language is fun and helps us to engage with 
an increasingly global society. It makes students more employable and increases their confidence and 
communications skills. It also opens up a world of travel and exploration possibilities for later life. Our 
language courses have an excellent record of success, among our best-achieving GCSEs for the last 3 
years. Languages are offered in both the Blue and Yellow pathways, and we encourage all students to talk to 
our MFL teachers to explore whether they should consider a language subject.

Key Choices

Options Dos and Don’ts

DO...
● Talk through choices with family and with teachers.
● Choose based on your current strengths.
● Think about your future career and study- make sure 

your options link to what you want to do next.
● Take your time and ask for help if unsure.

DON’T...
● Choose subjects you currently struggle with.
● Choose because of the teacher, as you may not get 

the same teacher in Year 10.
● Choose to be with friends.
● Make snap decisions overnight.



Basic Details
When you access the form, it will first ask for the student’s 
name and form. Please enter the full name so we can 
identify the student easily.
Pathway
Next, choose the correct pathway for the student. This is 
shown on the letter emailed to parents on Wednesday 9th 
December. If you are not sure what pathway the student is 
in, please contact the school.
Blue / Yellow Pathways: Humanities Choice
If you are in the Blue or Yellow pathway, the first choice 
you see will be the Humanities choice- History or 
Geography. Please choose ONE of these options.
Green Pathway: ASDAN / Literacy and Numeracy 
If you are in the Green pathway, you will see a choice of 
ASDAN and / or extra Literacy and Numeracy support. You 
can choose EITHER, BOTH or NONE of these options, 
depending on the student’s needs. If you are unsure about 
this choice, please contact our SEND team.
Main Options Choice
For the main options choice, you will see a full list of the 
subjects in your pathway, and you will be asked to choose 
FIVE of these in order of priority. Your Priority 1 subject is 
the one you most want to do. Your Priority 2 subject is 
your next favourite, and so on. 
For your final options, you will be awarded FOUR 
subjects from your choices. This includes the 
Humanities / ASDAN / Literacy and Numeracy choices you 
made earlier. Wherever possible, we will try to award your 
top 3-4 choices, however it is possible you could receive 
any of your 5 selections, so please choose carefully.
Choosing History and Geography
For most students, it is advisable to choose only ONE of 
the Humanities subjects. However, for a few it may be 
appropriate to consider both. If you are thinking of doing 
this, please discuss first with your History and Geography 
teachers. If they agree, please choose your first 
preference subject in the ‘Humanities Option’ section, then 
choose the other subject in the ‘Personal Options’ section 
below.
If you need any help or advice, please contact us.

This year, options will be chosen for all students using an online form. You can access the form here.

Choosing Your Options

The Options Form
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Using the Form to Choose Your Options

1) Choose your correct Pathway- Refer to 
your options letter for details.

2) Blue / Yellow Pathways- Choose your 
preferred Humanities subject.

3) Green Pathway- Choose support options, 
including ASDAN and Literacy / Numeracy.

4) ALL Pathways- Choose FIVE possible 
options subjects in order of priority. 

mailto:dpowell@onslow.herts.sch.uk
mailto:admin@onslow.herts.sch.uk
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScWWj4KE4cu8sWslatiKr21vgZdrqORta-qOc_fiLRRzoyLjQ/viewform?usp=sf_link

