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26 January 2023 

Dear Parent / Carer 

Re: INDUSTRIAL ACTION BY NEU - 1ST FEBRUARY 2023 

I am writing to update you on arrangements for Wednesday 1st February 2023; this is the first day of industrial action by members of 
the NEU due to a national dispute between the NEU and the government over teacher pay. 

CONTEXT 

Each school has to make a decision on the educational provision it is able to offer on 1st February based on a risk assessment of likely 
staffing levels.  Though I cannot be informed of our teachers’ individual union affiliation, the DfE have informed me that a high 
percentage of teachers at Onslow St Audrey’s School are members of the NEU.  It has also been reported in the national press that 
20,000 teachers have recently joined the NEU.  I have to take these figures, and the subsequent possible staffing levels, into account 
when risk-assessing the provision we are able to offer that day. 

ONLINE PROVISION YEARS 7-11 

Due to potentially high levels of staff absence on 1st February, we will be moving our educational offer online for students in Years 7 
to 11.  This means that students in these year groups should not attend school.  Instead, they should log onto Google Classroom at 
their normal lesson times (P1 - 9:00, P2 - 10:00, P3 - 11:30, P4 - 13:15, P5 - 14:15).  All teachers who are working will post a message in 
their Google Classrooms by 8:45am letting students know that online lessons will be taking place with them that day.  If your child’s 
teacher has not posted a message saying that online lessons are taking place, your child should choose a lesson from the Oak 
Academy website to complete during that lesson time.  The Oak Academy is a DfE approved library of high-quality online lessons 
which can be accessed here.  The link to Oak Academy will be shared with all students via their form group’s Google Classroom next 
week. 

IN-SCHOOL PROVISON: KEY GROUPS OF STUDENTS AND SIXTH FORM 

In-school provision will be offered to Years 12 and 13, to vulnerable students in Years 7 to 11 and to as many children of critical 
workers as we are able to accommodate.  We will be in touch with you by the end of the school day on Friday 27th January if your 
child is a member of a vulnerable group who is being offered a place in school.  We will also shortly be sending out a survey to 
establish those children whose parents are critical workers.  If your child is in this category, you will receive a direct confirmation from 
the school that your child is able to attend school on 1st February once we have the full picture of projected student numbers. 

FREE SCHOOL MEALS 

Any student who receives free school meals is welcome to attend school between 12:30 and 13:00 on 1st February to collect a packed 
lunch if they are accessing online lessons from home.  Students will be met by staff at the gate and directed to the canteen to collect 
their lunches.  They are welcome either to eat their lunch at school or to return home with it. 

ONLINE LESSONS 

A quick guide for students on how to access online lessons via Google Classroom will be sent out early next week.  Lessons will be 
simple in structure so the means by which your child routinely accesses homework on Google Classroom should be sufficient to 
access the lessons.  If you have any concerns about the provision of a device for your child, please contact Reception via 
admin@onslow.herts.sch.uk who will direct your query. Thank you in advance for your support of these arrangements and for 
assisting your child to access the provision available. 

Yours sincerely 

   J Jones 

MRS J JONES 
Headteacher 

http://www.onslow.herts.sch.uk/
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