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Friday 9th September 2022 
 
Dear Parent / Carer 
 

I have thoroughly enjoyed meeting your children this week as they came back to school.  I have seen our students 
working calmly and in a focussed way in lessons, enjoying seeing each other and their teachers again and catching up 
on the events of the summer.  I would particularly like to congratulate them on the respect with which they have treated 
our new facilities and on the way in which they have responded positively and sensibly to their break and lunchtime 
arrangements. 
 
I would like to take the opportunity to introduce our new staff to you.  A number of new teachers have joined us this 
term: Ms Assenato in English, Mr Coombs and Mr Hawkesworth in PE, Mrs Dorsett and Ms Kempson in Humanities, Mr 
MacDonald and Ms Palmer in Maths, Mr Murphy in Science and Ms Wiggs in Art.  We welcome two new colleagues to 
our support staff: Ms Ashall as Year Manager for Year 8, and Mrs Taylor as HR Co-ordinator.  We also welcome a number 
of Middle and Senior Leaders: Ms Cox, Head of Year 7 and Mr Millar, Head of Year 9; Mr Ledster, Head of Art, Graphics 
and Photography, Mrs Morgan, Head of Science (STEM), and Ms Nicholls, Head of Food; and Mr Gray and Mr Way, 
Assistant Headteachers.  We are delighted to welcome our new staff to the Onslow St Audrey’s community. 
 
In assembly this week, I have spoken to your children about our Year 11 and 13 students who achieved so well in their 
GCSE, A Level and vocational exams and have reflected on the characteristics they displayed that helped them do so 
well.  The key messages we have discussed are as follows: 
 
● Everything is set up at Onslow St Audrey’s for students to be successful.  They must ensure that they buy into the 

experiences on offer, work hard and be rigorous. 
● Students should be honest about their interests and be proud of them.  They should take any and every opportunity 

to deepen those interests. 
● Students should read for at least half an hour every day.  This is so important to develop students culturally and 

intellectually, and for their relaxation. 
● Students should aim for a good work / life balance.  Build exercise and family time into the routine alongside work.  

All students should make sure they are doing some work at home every day. 
● Students should try to approach all aspects of learning with a growth mindset; if possible, prioritise the things that 

students find most challenging and set themselves specific goals in these areas. 
● Students should focus on their role models; they are all around them at school. 

 
Mrs Casotti and I were pleased to meet a number of Year 10 and 11 parents at our Year Ahead evening yesterday and 
to give them a tour of the new Science block.  A reminder of the remaining Year Ahead events: 
 

Year 8 & 9 - Tuesday 13th September at 5pm in the Hall 
Year 12 & 13 - Thursday 15th September at 5pm in the Library 

 
I hope you and your children enjoy a well-deserved rest this weekend. 
 

Yours sincerely 

 
MRS J JONES 
Headteacher 

http://www.onslow.herts.sch.uk/

