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Achieving Success Together 

20 July 2022 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 

Goodbye 
The end of an academic year is always a time for goodbyes. This year, we have had a number of staff leave, some 
after many years of service at the school. This year, Mrs Begum, Mr Finn (History), Mr Finn (PE), Mrs Gilbert, Mrs 
Gordon, Mrs Kelly, Mrs MacDonald, Mrs Baldwin, Mrs Moss, Mrs Bridgland, Mrs Kovacs, Mr Ostrowski, Mrs Poynton, 
Miss Pratt and Miss Smith are all leaving, moving on to promoted posts or new opportunities.  I would like to thank 
them for their professionalism, commitment and hard work and wish them every success in the future.  
 
It is also a time for me to say goodbye as I will return to Chancellor’s full-time in the new academic year. I have 
thoroughly enjoyed working with Mrs Casotti, your children and the rest of the school staff to ensure that we have 
had a purposeful and productive school year.  
 

There are certainly exciting times ahead for Onslow St. Audrey’s school community. It has been great to work closely 
with Mrs Jones in recent weeks; she is very much looking forward to the future and working with the school leaders 
and staff as well as the parent body to achieve the very best for your child(ren). Mrs Jones will write to you at the 
start of the year with details of new staff, news of the excellent appointments we have made this year and her vision 
for the school. Undoubtedly, the school will continue to go from strength to strength.  
 
Premises  
After the holiday, there will be some significant changes to the school. As you know, we will have a brand new 
purpose-built science block, which will be simply amazing, as well as a new tarmacked surface for students to use at 
break times. We will have lost the current playground area, the Maths Faculty will have moved to the old science 
building, and we will have started working with architects and professionals on the next phase of development.  
 
Returning in September 
With the extensive changes to the school site, there will be much for students and staff to adapt to in September 
and, for this reason, we have arranged for a staggered return. Please note the start dates for the new academic year.  
The start of term for Year 12 is different to the information previously published as consortium arrangements had 
not yet been finalised: 
 

Year Group First day of the new academic year  
7 Monday 5th September  8.40am – 2pm  
8 Wednesday 7th September  8.40am – 3.15pm  
9 Wednesday 7th September  8.40am-3.15pm  
10 Tuesday 6th September 8.40am – 3.15pm 
11 Tuesday 6th September 8.40am – 3.15pm 
12 & 13 Monday 5th September 10am – 11.20am 

 
Please can I remind you that your children should return to school in September smartly dressed, in line with school 
expectations. Many students have currently outgrown their existing uniform and will need to purchase replacement 
items over the summer. Details of school uniform are available here.  
 

/ … 

http://www.onslow.herts.sch.uk/
https://www.smartyschoolwear.co.uk/secondary-schools-c23/onslow-st-audreys-school-c24


 
 
I would also like to remind you that jewellery is not allowed, other than a pair of plain stud earrings. Please do not 
allow your child(ren) to have other piercings as they will be asked to remove them.  
 
Students should also be correctly equipped for the first day back in September.  A full equipment list can be found 
HERE.   
 
School Day 
As we prepare for the new academic year, one of the things that will change is the structure of the school day.  
Given the implications of the ongoing building work, we have decided to amend the school day to make best use of 
the space we will have available for break and lunch times. Having looked at the permutations used in other schools 
and carefully considered both the views of staff and students, we have decided on this arrangement of lessons, 
which we believe will be the most effective moving forward: 
 

Time KS3 - Years 7, 8 and 9 KS4 - Years 10 and 11 KS5 - Years 12 and 13 
8.20 Arrival  Arrival  Arrival  
8.40 Registration/Assembly Registration/Assembly Registration/Assembly 
9.00 LESSON 1  LESSON 1  LESSON 1  
10.00 LESSON 2  LESSON 2  LESSON 2 
11:00 Form Time BREAK   BREAK   
11:15 Form Time WARNING BELL WARNING BELL 
11:20 BREAK   Form Time Form Time 
11.35 WARNING BELL Form Time Form Time 
11.40 LESSON 3 LESSON 3 LESSON 3 
12.40 LUNCH FIRST LUNCH LUNCH 
12.50 SECOND LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH  
1:10 WARNING BELL WARNING BELL WARNING BELL 
1:15 LESSON 4 LESSON 4 LESSON 4 
2:15 LESSON 5 LESSON 5 LESSON 5 
3.15 End of School End of School End of School 

 

Exams and Summer Work 
Towards the end of term, I had a series of meetings with some students in Year 10 and their parents. It was good to 
meet with them, discuss their progress as well as their ambition for the future. I was impressed by their response 
and their readiness to work productively to fulfil their agreed targets.  
 

While all students benefit from a good break from schoolwork, the summer holiday is nevertheless a very long time. 
I would encourage all students to rest, but the summer is also an important chance to revisit work and read widely 
for pleasure. Read, rest, relax and revisit in equal measure is my mantra for a good summer break!  
 

Many students in Years 10 and 12 have been set some specific consolidation work to do over the summer. It is 
important that they complete a structured programme of work to strengthen their understanding and prepare for 
their year ahead. I would encourage students in other year groups to do the same.  
 

Finally, I would like to wish you and your family a happy and restful holiday and I look forward to returning to visit 
the school again next academic year.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

   D Croston 
 
Mr D Croston 
Executive Headteacher 

https://onslow.herts.sch.uk/444/equipment-for-learning

