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Achieving Success Together 

NEW SCIENCE BLOCK  
 

 

We are delighted that the brand new Science 
Block is now in use! It has been wonderful to see 
students so focused and ready to learn within this 
fantastic new facility. Work is now underway on 
the new Sports Hall and we will keep you updated 
on its progress!  
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Dear Parent / Carer, 
 

I am delighted to share with you the first OSA newsletter of 2022-23!  As you can see, 
our students and staff have been incredibly busy this half-term and I am particularly 
pleased to be able to share the students’ extra-curricular experiences and 
successes. We have engaged in a full complement of trips and visits to enhance our 
students’ learning and they have approached these with maturity and appreciation.   
 

Congratulations to all 225 students who have achieved at least 55 achievement points 
so far this term and therefore earned a Bronze merit certificate. Bronze Award  badges 
will be presented in assemblies just after the half-term.  
 

Thank you, too, for all your support of our young people and your engagement in their 
learning and progress. I wish you all a well-deserved half-term break. 
 

Mrs Jones, Headteacher 

@OnslowSt
Audreys 

@onslowst
audreys  

KEY DATES 

 
22/23 PARENTS’ EVENINGS 
 

Y7 29 March 2023 
Y8 8 December 2022 
Y9 23 November 2022 
Y10 9 November 2022 
Y11 12 January 2023 
Y12 16 March 2023 
Y13 8 February 2023 
 

AUTUMN ‘22 TERM DATES 
 

HALF TERM 
INSET 

24–28 October 
31 October  

INSET 
OCCASIONAL 

LAST DAY 

24 November 
25 November  
21 December  

  
EVENTS 
See our school calendar: 
https://onslow.herts.sch.uk
/57/school-calendar  

 
 

 

 

POST-16 OPTIONS EVENING 
 

 
The Year 11 Post-16 Options 
Evening will be held on 
Thursday 3 November 2022 
(5.30-7.30pm).  
 

This event will outline 
students’ options at the end 
of Year 11 and provide an 
opportunity to visit subject 
talks about the courses on 
offer in the Sixth Form at OSA. 
(Mrs Flint.) 
 

 

HOMEWORK 
 

 
 

A reminder that students are set weekly 
homework as per the arrangements detailed on 
the following page of our school website:  
https://onslow.herts.sch.uk/44/homework. 
 

This website page includes a Google Classroom 
Guide that details how students should access 
and navigate the platform.  
 

Homework is vital for consolidating learning and 
preparing for future lessons, so please 
encourage your child(ren) to meet their 
deadlines. (Mrs Flint.) 

http://www.onslow.herts.sch.uk/
http://www.onslow.herts.sch.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/OnslowStAudreysOfficial
https://www.facebook.com/OnslowStAudreysOfficial
https://twitter.com/OSA_PE
https://www.instagram.com/osa__pe/
https://twitter.com/6thOsa
https://www.instagram.com/osa6thform/
https://twitter.com/OSA_PASTORAL
https://twitter.com/OnslowStAudreys
https://twitter.com/OnslowStAudreys
https://www.instagram.com/onslowstaudreys/
https://www.instagram.com/onslowstaudreys/
https://onslow.herts.sch.uk/57/school-calendar
https://onslow.herts.sch.uk/57/school-calendar
https://onslow.herts.sch.uk/44/homework


 
 

  TRIPS AND VISITS 
 

 

 

 

Achieving Success Together 

YEAR 11 TRIP TO THE BRITISH MUSEUM (GRAPHICS)  
 

 

 

 

On 11th October 2022, Year 11 Graphics students visited 
the British Museum to take photos of cultural artefacts.  
 

These photos will be used as part of the students’ research 
for their current project, where they are designing a logo, 
packaging and signage for a restaurant of their choice. 
Students will base their designs on different aspects of their 
chosen culture and cuisine, and the use of primary photos 
will add value to their coursework. 

 

We also used the walk from Kings Cross Station as a great opportunity to take photos of the London landscape. These 
photos have been banked for a future project. Students behaved impeccably throughout the day and were a credit to 
our school! Thank you to Ms Mendez for accompanying us. (Mrs Panayioutou.) 
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Achieving Success Together 

YEAR 11 TRIP TO LONDON (PHOTOGRAPHY) 
 

 

 

On 28th September 2022, Year 11 Photography students went on 
a trip to London in order to capture photographic images relevant 
to their course.  
 

The group walked along a planned route of Southwark, Borough 
Market, South Bank and down to Waterloo, ending in Trafalgar 
Square.  
 
Students took opportunities to take a variety of photos that 
considered viewpoints and details of the surrounding architecture 
and urban environment.  

 

It was a pleasure to accompany such well-behaved and organised students, who saw the value of the trip and how it 
supported their current and personal development in their subject coursework. (Mr Ledster, Mrs Casotti and Mrs 
Greer.) 
 

   

YEAR 11 TRIP TO WALTON-ON-THE-NAZE (ADDITIONAL STUDIES) 
 

 

Earlier this month, an Additional Studies trip to Walton-on-the-
Naze provided Year 11 students with a sensory experience to 
inform their creative writing in class.  
 

We visited different locations such as the pier, beach and a 
deserted funfair and noted what we could see, hear, touch, taste 
and feel inside. This was a truly special experience for some 
students who had never visited the seaside before.  
 

Thankfully the weather was kind and we enjoyed glorious 
sunshine - some were even brave enough to have a paddle!  

 

Following the trip, work began on a 500-word essay based on their experience, in line with the GCSE English Language 
paper. Thank you to all the staff who made this trip possible for these students. 
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Achieving Success Together 

YEAR 8 QUARRYING PROJECT VISITS (GEOGRAPHY) 
 

 

 

Over the last couple of weeks, 30 students from Year 8 have been 
involved in a Geography project focussing on the question ‘Can 
quarrying be sustainable?’ 
 

The students have explored the pros and cons to quarrying and were 
given the opportunity to handle and identify different fossils found 
at various quarry sites across the UK.   

 

As part of this project, the students went on two visits, the first 
of which was to the active CEMEX quarry at Smallford. 
 
During the quarry visit, the students trampled through a very 
sandy landscape dressed in high visibility jackets and hard hats. 

 
Students were able to jump down sandy slopes, peer into pools 
at the bottom of gravel pits, watch the conveyor belts sorting the 
gravel and some even climbed into an excavator’s bucket!   
 
The second outing involved a slightly longer coach journey to Amwell Nature Reserve, managed by Herts and Middlesex 
Wildlife Trust. This is an old quarry site from the 1980s – now a peaceful nature reserve filled with lakes, footpaths, bird 
hides and dragonfly trails.  
 
Here, students learned how quarry sites can be transformed from sandy pits to natural beauty spots teaming with 
biodiversity. They had the opportunity to use binoculars to do some bird watching and identify different species. It was 
interesting to see the different ways in which nature can be restored, and even enhanced, after humans have altered 
the landscape.  
 
These trips exposed students to different career opportunities on their doorstep as well as different ways humans 
manage landscapes, and the project concluded with an extended piece of writing.  
 
This project was able to go ahead thanks to https://www.groundwork.org.uk/, a federation of charities working on 
mobilising community action on poverty and the environment in the UK. (Mrs Primarolo.) 
 

  

  

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.groundwork.org.uk/


 
 

  ACHIEVEMENT 
 

 

 

 

Achieving Success Together 

BRONZE AWARD WINNERS 
 

Congratulations to all of our Bronze Award winners for earning at least 
55 achievement points this term! Bronze Award badges will be 
presented in assemblies just after the half-term break.  

 

HOT CHOCOLATE FRIDAY WINNERS 
 

 

It has been fantastic to celebrate the outstanding efforts 
and achievements of so many of our students across all 
key stages during Hot Chocolate Fridays with the 
Headteacher this half-term.  
 

We regularly add details of these celebrations to our 
school social media channels – check them out here:  
 

 
@OnslowStAudreys 

 
@onslowstaudreys 

 

 

CREATIVE WRITING SHOWCASE WINNERS 
 

Well done to all students who submitted work to the Young Writers’ 
Annual Showcase 2022 competition earlier this year. We are delighted 
that six entries were accepted to be published, which is a fantastic 
achievement for these students.  
 

Congratulations to Lily, Kayla and Wiktoria in Year 8; Millie and Isabella 
in Year 9 and Vinuya in Year 10.                                                                                              

 
 

COMMUNITY 
 

 

YEAR 9 HARVEST BOX CHALLENGE 
 
 
 

Well done to students in Year 9 who have successfully 
completed a Harvest Box Challenge.  
 

Students were challenged to design and make their own 
Harvest boxes and to fill them with them canned or jarred 
food items before donating them to the local food bank. It 
was fantastic to see the students completing this challenge 
together and raising awareness of the needs within our 
own community.  
 

Mrs Fisher commented: “Year 9 students have impressed 
me with their competitiveness and cohesiveness to 
produce such high quality.”  
 

Ms Ring additionally commented: “A huge thanks to Mr 
Millar for launching this initiative, inspired by student 
Hollie. Thanks also to the Form Tutors for their efforts, but 
especially to the students in Year 9 who have gone above 
and beyond to donate and create.” (Mr Millar.) 

 

 
 

https://twitter.com/OnslowStAudreys
https://www.instagram.com/onslowstaudreys/
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TALKING TO YOUR CHILD ABOUT  
ONLINE ABUSE

New advice from the 
NSPCC 
Many children enjoy playing online 
games and having a social media 
presence. As children get older 
this often involves speaking with 
others online and with this comes 
the potential risk of grooming and 
exploitation. 

Speaking to your child from a young 
age about who they are talking to  
online and helping them recognise 
when a conversation may be putting 
them at risk can help to keep them 
safe from abuse. The NSPCC has 
published new advice on how to 
start age-appropriate conversations 
with your child on this challenging 
topic. The advice includes how to:
• help your child recognise 

unhealthy online chat
• have age-appropriate 

conversations about sexual abuse
• explore the different 

communication features online
• review safety settings. 

Help children stay safe 
on chat apps
The NSPCC have also published 
safety guides on chat apps. Chat 
apps allow users to send messages, 
videos, photographs and documents 
to individuals or groups of people. 
Personal safety settings should always 
be used to help ensure children only 
receive messages from people they 
know and trust and messages from 
strangers are automatically blocked. 
Reassuring children they can talk 
with you if they feel they may have 
had a risky conversation is to be 
recommended. 

Most chat apps do have safety 
settings, if this isn’t the case then 
such platforms are not to be 
recommended for children. 

If you’re worried about something 
a child or young person may have 
experienced online, you can contact 
the NSPCC helpline for free support 
and advice. Call 0808 800 5000 or 
contact NSPCC online.

AUTUMN 2022

ONLINE SAFETY 
NEWS

01438 544487 
hertsforlearning.co.uk
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https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-safety-blog/keeping-children-safe-online-sexual-abuse/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/social-media/chat-apps/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/what-if-suspect-abuse/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/herts-for-learning/?originalSubdomain=uk
https://www.hertsforlearning.co.uk/hfl-blog
https://www.instagram.com/hertsforlearning/
https://twitter.com/hertslearning/
https://www.facebook.com/Hertsforlearning/
https://www.hertsforlearning.co.uk/
http://www.hertsforlearning.co.uk
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ONLINE GROOMING 
Grooming is when a person builds a trusted relationship with a child or 
young person with the intent of tricking or pressuring them into giving 
something they want from the child. Groomers often want something 
sexual from a young person. Groomers may use tactics such as flattery or 
blackmail to get nude images, videos or have sexual conversations with 
young people. This grooming process can take place over a short or long 
period of time.

Anyone under 18 who has an explicit or nude image of themselves 
posted online can anonymously and confidentially make a report to the 
Internet Watch Foundation (IWF). The IWF can then contact the website 
where the image has been posted to try to get the image removed.

Nobody should blackmail or pressure anyone into doing something sexual 
online. If someone is doing this to your child you or they can also make a 
report to the Child Exploitation and Online Protection Centre (CEOP).

Young people can also speak to a Childline counsellor.

The Childline website has further advice for parents/carers including:
• the signs of grooming
• how to tell if someone is a groomer
• what to do if you think you are being groomed.

GAMING COMMUNITIES?
Gaming communities are platforms which allow gaming fans to meet, chat, 
watch top gamers in action via live streaming, access forum discussions and 
keep in touch with others who have similar gaming interests. 

Reddit and Discord are two popular sites associated with social gaming 
communities. Both these sites have an age rating of 13+.

Parent zone has put together a guide to help families understand the benefits 
and risks of gaming communities for children and offer suggestions of how 
parents can help support safety on such sites.

Read the Parentzone guide to Reddit 
Read the Parentzone guide to Discord

https://report.iwf.org.uk/en/
http://www.ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/
https://www.childline.org.uk/get-support/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/online-grooming/
https://parentzone.org.uk/article/gaming-communities
https://parentzone.org.uk/article/reddit
https://parentzone.org.uk/article/discord
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ASKING THE AWKWARD  
‘TALK LITTLE. TALK OFTEN. ASK THE 
AWKWARD.’ (CEOP)
Child Exploitation and Online Protection Centre (CEOP)  has put together 
guidance on ‘Asking the Awkward’,  and this includes talking about 
teenagers their social or romantic online lives! For many young people, 
and adults, the online world is an essential component in starting, 
continuing and ending a romantic relationship!  

There are short films that you can watch with your child to help start 
conversations.

“Our introduction to Asking The Awkward helps you to prepare for 
regular conversations with your child about online relationships and 
related topics. It also offers advice on how to keep conversations positive 
and what to do if your child tells you something that worries you.”

Access the guidance. 

LIVE STREAMING
In a recent survey carried out by Ofcom it was reported that six in ten children 
aged 3-17 (57%) used live streaming platforms to watch online content.  
A much lower proportion of children streamed their own videos in real time 
for others to watch (15%). The research found that the platforms used most 
to watch live streams were YouTube and TikTok.  
(Data source: Ofcom Children and Parent: media use and attitudes report 2022)

The NSPCC has published guidance to help parents/carers understand some 
of the risks associated with both live streaming and watching live stream 
channels. Once content has been livestreamed, there is the risk that videos 
are saved and re shared without permission. Its possible for strangers to 
make contact with a child about their livestreamed content and start a 
grooming process. 

The guidance gives an overview of some of the features that help reduce risk 
for children.   

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/ask-the-awkward/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/globalassets/asktheawkward-a-parent--carers-intro.pdf
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/livestreaming-online-video-apps
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NEW RESOURCE: THRIVE ONLINE
Supporting young people with SEND
This new resource is for schools and parent/carers to help support young 
people with SEND, aged 11 and over, to thrive online. 

“These resources are designed to empower young people with Special 
Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) to build happy and healthy online 
relationships.”

The resources for parents and carers are designed to help start conversations 
and help support your child around the topics of:
• online pornography
• healthy online relationships
• digital wellbeing
• nudes

The resources contain key information and conversations starters and videos 
to help answer frequently asked questions from parents and cares. 
 
Questions such as: 
• How do I explain to my child what a healthy relationship is?
• My child trusts everyone online, what can I do?
• My child is secretive about who they talk to online, what can I do?
• What should I do if my child starts a romantic relationship with someone 

they met online?  

https://www.childnet.com/resources/supporting-young-people-with-send/
https://www.childnet.com/resources/supporting-young-people-with-send/
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01438 544487 
hertsforlearning.co.uk

The information in the newsletter is given to help promote the safety of children and young 
people online.

Every care has been taken to ensure the information and any recommendations in the newsletter 
are accurate at the time of publishing. Schools must make their own judgements when sharing 
our recommendations with parents and carers and, where appropriate, always risk assess with 
their pupils and whole school community in mind.

This newsletter is brought to you by the HFL Education Wellbeing team as part of their online 
safety support for schools and settings in Hertfordshire. Contact the team at  
wellbeing@hertsforlearning.co.uk or call 01438 544464.

HFL Education is a provider of products and services to schools and educational settings. We 
believe that every young person, through access to a great education, should be able to realise 
their potential, regardless of where they live or their circumstances.

https://www.linkedin.com/company/herts-for-learning/?originalSubdomain=uk
https://www.hertsforlearning.co.uk/hfl-blog
https://www.instagram.com/hertsforlearning/
https://twitter.com/hertslearning/
https://www.facebook.com/Hertsforlearning/
https://www.hertsforlearning.co.uk/
http://www.hertsforlearning.co.uk
mailto:wellbeing%40hertsforlearning.co.uk?subject=



