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Dear Consultee, 
 
Consultation on the proposal to close the Speech, Language and Communication Needs base at Onslow St 
Audrey’s School, Hatfield, from 31 August 2023. 
 
The Danes Educational Trust is consulting you on the proposal to close the Speech, Language and 
Communication Needs (SLCN) base at Onslow St Audrey’s School, Old Rectory Drive, Hatfield, Hertfordshire, 
AL10 8AB, from 31 August 2023. 
 
Why is this being proposed? 
 
Children and young people with developmental language disorder (DLD) and severe speech motor disorders 
are currently provided for by a pattern of SLCN bases attached to mainstream schools. These children and 
young people continue to need access to the mainstream curriculum, delivered in a linguistically modified and 
visually supported environment. 
 
Officers have identified an increasing number of pupils with SLCN who have a broader and more complex level 
of social communication difficulties, including autism. Often these young people access education in special 
schools, but the creation of Special Resource Provisions (SRPs) in mainstream schools will allow many of these 
pupils to access a mainstream curriculum, balanced with a safe space to be in, where work can be done to 
support self-regulation and emotional wellbeing. 
 
This has led to the proposal to develop SRPs for the children and young people with social communication 
difficulties in addition to the children and young people with speech and language disorders, as part of the 
continuation of provision for children and young people with: 
 

 developmental language disorder and/or a severe speech motor disorder (developmental verbal 
dyspraxia); 
 

 social communication and social interaction difficulty, who may acquire a diagnosis of autism. 
 

Access to provision will be needs-led, with a robust multi-disciplinary team overseeing admissions, to ensure 
early intervention. Access for children and young people with social communication difficulties will not be 
reliant on a medical diagnosis of autism. However, children with developmental language disorder and severe 
speech motor disorders will be identified by a speech and language therapy lead clinician, ahead of being 
recommended to the admissions panel. 
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The pupils with broader and more complex need have difficulties with communication, social relationships and 
managing a busy school environment. This often leads to anxiety and disengagement, or inappropriate coping 
strategies, including ‘shutting down’. These pupils need access to a mainstream curriculum and academic 
challenge, balanced with a safe space to be in, where work can be done to support self-regulation, build 
resilience and protect emotional wellbeing. 
 
Following a review of the existing SLCN bases it was agreed that the county council should develop and extend 
the offer to include children with social communication needs, including autism. All existing SLCN settings have 
been involved in the development of this proposal and were invited to express an interest in transitioning to 
an SRP setting.  
 
As a result of the planned pattern of SRPs in the table below, it is proposed that the SLCN base at Onslow St 
Audrey’s School will close from 31 August 2023.  
 
Proposed pattern of secondary SRPs: 
 

School Town Date 

Bushey Meads School Bushey Approved to open from September 2022 

The Priory School Hitchin Approved to open from September 2022 

Longdean School Hemel Hempstead Proposed to open from September 2023 

Avanti Grange Secondary School Bishop’s Stortford Proposed to open from September 2023 

 
What does this mean for pupils currently attending the SLCN base? 
 
The County Lead for SEND Graduated Response has met with each school setting and offered face to face and 
virtual sessions with parents/carers and families to discuss the next steps for each child. Officers have met with 
the families of children within the SLCN base to reassure them that all children within the base will be given 
priority when allocating the new SRP places.  
 
The county council will continue to communicate and offer updates to families throughout the consultation 
process. 
 
What would be the impact on staff? 
 
All existing staff in the SLCN base will be supported by Herts for Learning in regard to employment options. 
This may include the option to apply for a new position at one of the new SRP settings that will be opening in 
the new pattern of provision across the county, or to transition into the mainstream school if this is viable. 
 
All staff in the SLCN base will be invited to speak directly to the Herts for Learning Human Resources Lead to 
discuss their personal position and the options available to them.  
 
Have your say 
 
All comments must be received by 4 July 2022. The easiest way to respond to the consultation is by completing 
the response form on the county council’s website at: 
 
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/consultations.  
 
Should you wish to request a hard copy of the response form or need help understanding this information you 
can email: admin@onslow.herts.sch.uk or alternatively please call 01707 264228. 
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Your comments must be received by 4 July 2022. Danes Educational Trust will not be able to acknowledge or 
respond individually to your comments, but they will be taken into account as explained below. 
 
How the decision will be taken 
 
This is a consultation and no decision has been made yet. All comments received to this consultation will be 
made available to the Board of Trustees. All responses may be made available in public reports, although 
personal details will be removed to respect individual privacy. 
 
Onslow St Audrey’s School is an academy and therefore, the Regional Schools Commissioner (RSC) will be the 
final decision maker. 
 
The following timetable outlines the decision-making process. Although it will not be possible to inform 
everyone individually of the decisions made, you will be able to access this information throughout the process 
at: https://onslow.herts.sch.uk/991/consultation-on-speech-language-communication-needs-base. 
 
 

Public consultation  7 June – 4 July 2022  

Board of Trustees to consider the consultation responses and 
decide on whether to progress to the next stage of the process  

11 July 2022 

School to submit business case to the RSC (subject to approval) Autumn 2022 

RSC decision  Spring 2023 

Implementation (subject to approval) 31 August 2023 

  
Yours faithfully, 

 

 
 
MRS JOELLE CASOTTI 
Head of School, Onslow St Audrey’s School 
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